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SEVENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  ETHNOLOGY 


Frank  H.  H.  Roberts,  Jr.  Director 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  field 
researches,  officework,  and  other  operations  of  the  Bureau  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Ethnology  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1959,  conducted 
in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  10,  1928,  as  amended 
August  22, 1949,  which  directs  the  Bureau  “to  continue  independently 
or  in  cooperation  anthropological  researches  among  the  American  In¬ 
dians  and  the  natives  of  lands  under  the  jurisdiction  or  protection  of 
the  United  States  and  the  excavation  and  preservation  of  arclieologic 
remains.” 


SYSTEMATIC  RESEARCHES 
(Prepared  from  data  submitted  by  staff  members) 

Dr.  Frank  H.  H.  Roberts,  Jr.,  Director  of  the  Bureau,  devoted  a 
portion  of  the  fiscal  year  to  office  duties  and  the  general  supervision 
of  the  activities  of  the  Bureau  and  the  River  Basin  Surveys.  In 
September  he  went  to  the  Mesa  Verde  National  Park  in  southwestern 
Colorado  as  a  consultant  to  the  Research  Committee  of  the  National 
Geographic  Society.  While  there  he  visited  a  number  of  ruins  that 
are  to  be  excavated  to  obtain  new  information  on  the  aboriginal  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  region  and  also  to  provide  additional  exhibit  areas  for 
visitors  to  the  park.  As  a  result  of  the  conferences  on  the  Mesa  Verde, 
the  National  Geographic  Society  made  a  grant  to  the  National  Park 
Service  to  assist  in  the  excavation  program  on  Wetherill  Mesa.  It  is 
contemplated  that  the  digging  will  continue  over  approximately  six 
field  seasons.  Following  the  sessions  on  the  mesa,  Dr.  Roberts  spent 
a  day  at  Hovenweep  National  Monument  on  the  Colorado-Utah  line 
north  of  the  McEhno  Canyon  area  where  the  late  Dr.  J.  Walter 
Fewlces,  a  former  Chief  of  the  Bureau,  carried  on  investigations  some 
50  years  ago.  Judging  from  Dr.  Fewkes’s  report  and  the  condition 
of  the  area  today,  there  has  been  little  change  since  he  first  described 
the  towers  for  which  the  area  is  famous. 

After  his  return  to  Washington,  D.C.,  Dr.  Roberts  went  late  in 
September  to  Athens,  Ga.,  and  visited  a  number  of  projects  in  other 
parts  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  where  salvage  operations  were 
underway,  and  participated  in  discussions  relative  to  continuing  work 
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in  the  area.  During  the  early  part  of  November  he  went  to  Austin, 
Tex.,  where  he  attended  the  Second  International  Congress  of  His¬ 
torians  which  was  being  held  at  the  University  of  Texas.  He  served 
as  one  of  the  commentators  at  the  session  on  Pre-Hispanic  peoples  in 
the  southwestern  United  States  and  northern  Mexico.  Following  his 
return  to  Washington  he  took  part  in  the  sessions  of  the  American 
Anthropological  Association,  and  toward  the  end  of  the  month  went 
to  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  to  discuss  various  problems  in  Plains  archeology 
with  members  of  the  Missouri  Basin  project  staff  and  to  attend  the 
sessions  of  the  Annual  Plains  Conference  for  Archeology.  During 
December  Dr.  Roberts  was  a  member  of  a  panel  at  one  of  the  sessions 
of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  where 
the  subject  of  “Anthropology  in  the  Federal  Service”  was  presented. 

In  January  Dr.  Roberts  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Committee 
for  the  Recovery  of  Archeological  Remains  held  at  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  presented  a  summary  of  the 
results  of  the  preceding  year’s  activities  of  the  River  Basin  Surveys. 
He  also  took  part  in  discussions  pertaining  to  future  plans  for  the 
Inter-Agency  Archeological  Salvage  Program.  At  the  end  of  Jan¬ 
uary  he  went  again  to  Georgia  where  he  met  with  representatives  from 
the  National  Park  Service,  various  State  and  local  institutions,  and 
assisted  in  the  preparation  of  plans  for  a  salvage  program  along  the 
Chattahoochee  River  in  Alabama  and  Georgia.  Early  in  June  he 
went  to  Colorado  where  he  examined  collections  pertaining  to  early 
inhabitants  of  the  Western  Plains  area  at  the  Denver  Museum  of  Nat¬ 
ural  History  and  in  the  University  Museum  at  Boulder.  Returning 
to  Nebraska  he  spent  several  days  at  the  field  headquarters  and  lab¬ 
oratory  of  the  Missouri  Basin  project  at  Lincoln  where  plans  were 
being  completed  for  the  summer’s  investigations  in  reservoir  areas 
along  the  Missouri  River  in  South  Dakota.  F rom  Nebraska  Dr.  Rob¬ 
erts  returned  to  W ashington. 

During  the  fall  and  winter  months  Dr.  Roberts  reviewed  several 
draft  manuscripts  of  technical  reports  and  returned  them  to  their 
authors  with  suggestions  for  correction  and  revision.  In  addition, 
he  did  the  technical  editing  on  a  series  of  six  reports  on  historic  sites 
archeology  in  the  Missouri  Basin  which  will  appear  as  Bulletin  176 
of  the  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology. 

Dr.  Henry  B.  Collins,  anthropologist,  continued  his  Arctic  re¬ 
search  and  activities.  Material  was  assembled  for  an  analysis  of  the 
“Tunnit”  legends  of  the  Canadian  Eskimos,  which  describe  in  some 
detail  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  the  Canadian  Arctic.  On  the 
basis  of  recent  archeological  investigations,  particularly  those  by 
Dr.  Collins  in  the  Hudson  Bay  region,  it  appears  that  the  mysterious 
Tunnits  were  in  fact  the  prehistoric  Dorset  Eskimos  rather  than  the 
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Thule  as  previously  assumed.  Also  in  preparation  was  an  article 
evaluating  recent  archeological  discoveries  in  Alaska  and  northeast 
Siberia  and  their  bearing  on  pre-Eskimo  and  Eskimo  culture  se¬ 
quences  and  relationships  in  the  Bering  Strait  area. 

In  December  Dr.  Collins  attended  a  2-day  conference  on  polar  re¬ 
search  held  at  Hanover,  N.H.,  under  the  auspices  of  Dartmouth  Col¬ 
lege  and  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  Committee  on  Polar  Re¬ 
search.  The  conference  discussed  the  probable  future  course  of  polar 
research  in  this  country  and  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  research 
institute  to  coordinate  and  administer  scientific  research  in  the  Arc¬ 
tic  and  Antarctic. 

In  June  Dr.  Collins  went  to  Burke  County,  Ga.,  to  examine  an  old 
Indian  village  site  near  Waynesboro  where  Dr.  Roland  Steiner  in  the 
1890’s  had  collected  an  unusually  large  number  of  flint  implements, 
now  in  the  U.S.  National  Museum.  The  implements,  numbering  some 
16,000,  were  of  particular  interest  because  most  of  them  were  deeply 
patinated  and  were  types  which  are  now  recognized  as  belonging  to  the 
Archaic  period ;  one  of  the  types,  an  unusual  form  of  asymmetric  knife 
or  scraper,  was  identical  with  a  specialized  form  characteristic  of 
the  prehistoric  Dorset  culture  of  the  eastern  Canadian  Arctic. 
Through  the  cooperation  of  Raymond  De  Laigle,  clerk  of  court  of 
Burke  County,  and  his  brothers,  Ray  and  Roy  De  Laigle,  it  was  pos¬ 
sible  to  locate  the  site  from  county  records.  It  was  found  to  be  very 
much  as  described  by  Steiner  70  years  ago  and  still  prolific  in  stone 
artifacts  and  rejectage.  A  sizable  collection  of  flint  implements  and 
flakes  from  this  and  other  sites  around  Waynesboro  was  brought 
back  for  study. 

Dr.  Collins  continued  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  research  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Arctic  Institute  of  North  America,  which  evaluates  appli¬ 
cations  for  research  grants,  and  of  the  publications  committee,  which 
exercises  supervision  of  the  Arctic  Institute’s  quarterly  journal  Arctic , 
its  Technical  Papers,  and  its  series  of  Special  Publications.  As  chair¬ 
man  of  the  directing  committee,  Dr.  Collins  also  devoted  considerable 
time  to  the  planning,  supervision,  and  financing  of  the  Arctic  Bibli¬ 
ography,  which  is  prepared  by  the  Arctic  Institute  for  and  with  the 
support  of  the  Department  of  Defense.  This  comprehensive  ref¬ 
erence  work  abstracts  and  indexes  the  contents  of  publications  in  all 
languages  and  in  all  fields  of  science  relating  to  the  Arctic  and  sub¬ 
arctic  regions  of  the  world.  Volume  8,  containing  abstracts  of  5,623 
publications  in  1,281  pages,  was  scheduled  for  publication  by  the 
Government  Printing  Office  early  in  July  1959,  and  work  on  volume 
9  is  underway.  Subject  fields  receiving  special  emphasis  in  volume 
8  include  body  systems,  human  and  other;  botany;  construction; 
disease ;  ecology ;  economic  and  social  conditions ;  environmental  effects 
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of  darkness,  light,  and  low  temperature  on  man,  animals,  and  plants; 
Eskimos;  expeditions,  especially  Russian;  fishes  and  fisheries;  frost¬ 
bite  ;  geology ;  hypothermia ;  ice  and  ice  conditions ;  insects ;  meteorol¬ 
ogy;  physiology,  human  and  animal;  Siberian  native  peoples;  snow; 
transportation.  These  and  some  230  other  topics  are  listed  alpha¬ 
betically  in  the  index  and,  as  necessary,  also  under  the  name  of  the 
particular  locality  or  major  geographical  region  to  which  they  per¬ 
tain.  Heretofore  the  Arctic  Bibliography  has  been  supported  almost 
entirely  by  the  Department  of  Defense.  During  the  past  year  addi¬ 
tional  generous  support  has  been  provided  by  the  National  Science 
Foundation,  the  National  Institutes  of  Health,  and  the  National 
Geographic  Society. 

Dr.  Collins  also  made  plans  for  a  Russian  translation  project 
whereby  the  Arctic  Institute,  with  the  support  of  the  National  Science 
Foundation,  would  make  available  to  American  anthropologists 
translations  of  Russian  publications  on  the  archeology,  ethnology, 
and  physical  anthropology  of  Siberia. 

Dr.  William  C.  Sturtevant,  ethnologist,  spent  the  first  part  of  the 
fiscal  year  in  Washington  at  work  on  various  projects  related  to  his 
Seminole  and  Seneca  research.  He  also  prepared  for  publication  a 
paper  on  the  economic  uses  of  Zamia ,  a  cycad  with  a  large  under¬ 
ground  stem  from  which  starch  has  been  extracted  for  centuries  by 
various  Indian  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  West  Indies  and  Florida. 
Another  paper  brought  to  completion  reconsiders,  with  negative  re¬ 
sults,  the  ethnological  evidence  for  contacts  between  Indians  of  the 
southeastern  United  States  and  the  West  Indies  (previously  widely 
considered  to  have  been  quite  significant  for  the  history  of  the  culture 
of  the  southeastern  tribes).  Brief  papers  were  completed  on  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  classification  of  eastern  Siouan  languages  (published  in 
American  Anthropologist ),  on  the  authorship  of  J.  W.  Powell’s 
famous  classification  of  North  American  Indian  languages  published 
by  the  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology  in  1892,  and  on  two  new  tech¬ 
niques  for  ethnographic  fieldwork.  Dr.  Sturtevant’s  pamphlet 
“Anthropology  as  a  Career,”  issued  by  the  Institution  in  July  1958, 
proved  so  useful  to  students  and  their  advisers  throughout  the  country 
that  a  second  printing  was  required  in  May  1959. 

In  mid-February  Dr.  Sturtevant  left  for  Florida  to  begin  6  months’ 
fieldwork  among  the  Seminole  Indians,  with  the  support  of  a  grant 
from  the  National  Science  Foundation.  This  was  a  continuation  of 
the  fieldwork  Dr.  Sturtevant  conducted  among  these  people  before 
joining  the  Smithsonian  staff.  Besides  filling  in  gaps  in  informa¬ 
tion  obtained  during  previous  trips,  Dr.  Sturtevant  has  concentrated 
on  studying  Seminole  knowledge  and  uses  of  plants,  both  wild  and 
cultivated.  These  Indians  are  the  only  ones  in  the  eastern  United 
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States  who  still  use  agricultural  techniques  once  common  to  all  the 
Indians  of  this  region  but  heretofore  undescribecl  by  careful  observers. 
Fields  are  cleared  by  cutting  and  burning,  planted  without  fertilizer, 
and  soon  abandoned  for  new  fields  when  fertility  decreases  and  weeds 
become  difficult  to  control.  In  addition  to  the  ancient  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  crops — corn,  pumpkins,  and  beans — the  Seminole  grow 
a  number  of  plants  that  were  introduced  from  the  West  Indies  during 
and  after  the  18th  century  (banana,  sugarcane,  sweetpotato,  taro, 
elephantear  [Xanthosoma],  manioc,  papaya,  guava,  citrus).  Semi¬ 
nole  knowledge  of  wild  plants  is  also  extensive,  and  they  still  use 
many  of  them  for  medicine,  food,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  utensils 
and  other  artifacts.  Dr.  Sturtevant  found  that  at  least  two  dozen 
fields  are  being  cultivated  with  aboriginal  methods,  but  intensive 
study  of  these  fields  and  other  aspects  of  Seminole  society  and  culture 
has  been  even  more  difficult  than  he  anticipated,  owing  largely  to 
increased  political  factionalism  and  antagonism  toward  inquisitive 
outsiders. 

Dr.  Sturtevant  compiled  genealogical  information  preparatory  to 
collaboration  with  Dr.  John  Buettner-Janusch,  a  physical  anthro¬ 
pologist  at  Yale  University,  on  a  study  of  the  genetic  characteristics 
(chiefly  blood  groups)  of  the  Seminole,  who  certainly  have  fewer 
non-Indian  ancestors  than  any  other  surviving  eastern  tribes. 

Besides  collecting  herbarium  specimens  of  plants  used  and  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  Indians,  Dr.  Sturtevant  made  an  ethnological  collection 
to  supplement  the  Seminole  holdings  of  the  National  Museum.  He 
paid  particular  attention  to  clothing,  since  Seminole  styles  have 
changed  rapidly  but  are  still  unique  in  many  respects,  and  objects 
made  for  sale.  The  latter  are  an  important  part  of  Seminole  econ¬ 
omy  and  involve  objects  quite  different  from  those  usually  made  for 
sale  by  other  tribes. 

Dr.  Wallace  L.  Chafe,  ethnologist,  joined  the  staff  of  the  Bureau  in 
April  but  did  not  report  for  duty  until  June  as  he  was  completing 
teaching  duties  at  the  University  of  Buffalo.  Dr.  Chafe  spent  the 
3  weeks  before  departing  on  June  29  in  preparing  for  fieldwork  on  the 
Seneca  reservations  in  western  New  York  State.  He  will  gather 
material  that  will  enable  him  to  complete  a  Seneca  dictionary  and 
will  make  further  tape  recordings  of  religious  and  mythological  texts. 
This  work  was  started  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  New  York  State 
Museum  and  Science  Service  and  is  being  continued  as  a  cooperative 
effort. 

On  June  3,  1958,  Carl  F.  Miller  was  temporarily  transferred  from 
the  staff  of  the  River  Basin  Surveys  to  that  of  the  Bureau  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Ethnology  in  order  that  he  might  continue  directing  the  excava¬ 
tions  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution-National  Geographic  Society 


6 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  ETHNOLOGY 


Expedition  which  had  been  started  in  1956  at  Russell  Cave  in  Ala¬ 
bama.  This  third  season  of  work  continued  through  September  29 
and  brought  to  completion  the  investigations  at  that  site.  Russell 
Cave  has  contributed  extensive  information  pertaining  to  Indian 
peoples  who  inhabited  that  area  over  a  considerable  period  of  time. 
Several  cultural  horizons  are  represented,  the  earliest  of  which  is 
some  9,020±350  years  old  on  the  basis  of  carbon-14  dating  of  charcoal 
from  a  hearth  at  that  level.  The  first  peoples  apparently  had  a  com¬ 
pletely  hunting- fishing  economy  and  from  that  progressed  through 
what  is  called  the  Archaic  period  to  a  more  sedentary  mode  of  life 
and  became  makers  of  pottery.  The  latter  handicraft  appeared  at 
about  3500  B.C.  The  culture  subsequently  developed  into  what  is 
known  as  the  Early  Woodland  and  continued  through  stages  known 
as  Middle  and  Late  Woodland.  It  was  during  these  three  stages  that 
agriculture  became  a  part  of  their  economy.  The  latest  occupation 
seems  to  have  been  by  Chickamauga  Cherokee  Indians  in  the  early 
1600’s.  During  the  1958  season  Mr.  Miller  reached  the  original  and 
lowest  floor  in  the  cave,  some  43  feet  below  the  present  floor.  How¬ 
ever,  no  evidence  of  occupation  was  found  below  the  37-foot  level. 
During  the  course  of  the  digging  he  found  a  fifth  burial  which  helped 
to  throw  additional  light  on  the  mortuary  customs  of  the  people  who 
inhabited  the  cave. 

While  in  northern  Alabama,  Mr.  Miller  visited  several  other  caves, 
also  Indian  sites  in  the  open,  and  studied  many  local  collections  in 
order  to  correlate  the  cultural  remains  from  Russell  Cave  with  those 
of  the  surrounding  areas,  particularly  those  attributable  to  Early 
Man  phases.  Mr.  Miller  also  spoke  before  different  groups  of  people 
in  Bridgeport  and  Huntsville,  Ala.,  and  in  South  Pittsburg,  Richard 
City,  and  Tullahoma,  Tenn.  Following  his  return  to  Washington  on 
October  4,  Mr.  Miller  devoted  his  time  to  the  preparation  of  reports. 
In  November  and  December  he  attended  meetings  of  the  American 
Indian  Ethnohistoric  Conference  and  the  American  Anthropological 
Association  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the 
Southeastern  Archeological  Conference  in  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  Mr. 
Miller  returned  to  duty  on  the  River  Basin  Surveys  staff  December 
14,  1958. 

RIVER  BASIN  SURVEYS 

The  River  Basin  Surveys  continued  its  program  for  salvage  arche¬ 
ology  in  areas  to  be  flooded  or  otherwise  destroyed  by  the  construction 
of  large  dams.  These  investigations  were  carried  on  in  cooperation 
with  the  National  Park  Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior,  the  Corps  of  Engineers  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Army,  and  several  State  and  local  institutions.  Dur- 
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ing  the  fiscal  year  1958-59  the  work  of  the  River  Basin  Surveys  was 
supported  by  a  transfer  of  $162,000  from  the  National  Park  Service  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Of  that  sum,  $137,000  was  for  use  in 
the  Missouri  Basin  and  $25,000  was  for  investigations  along  the 
Chattahoochee  River  in  Alabama  and  Georgia.  The  Missouri  Basin 
Project  had  a  carryover  of  $22,173  on  July  1,  1958,  and  that,  with 
the  new  appropriation,  provided  a  total  of  $159,173  for  the  program 
in  that  area.  The  grand  total  of  funds  available  for  the  River  Basin 
Surveys  for  1958-59  was  $184,173. 

Field  investigations  throughout  the  year  consisted  mainly  of  exca¬ 
vations,  although  some  limited  surveys  were  carried  on.  On  July  1, 
1958,  10  parties  were  in  the  field,  all  of  them  working  in  the  Missouri 
Basin  in  South  Dakota.  Five  of  the  parties  were  doing  intensive 
digging  in  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir  area  near  Fort  Thompson,  four 
were  excavating,  and  one  was  doing  survey  testing  in  the  Oahe  Reser¬ 
voir  area  north  of  Pierre.  Most  of  the  field  parties  had  returned  to 
their  headquarters  at  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  by  the  end  of  August.  Two 
small  parties  made  brief  investigations  in  the  Merritt  and  Big  Bend 
Reservoir  areas  during  December  and  January.  In  February  three 
parties  began  excavations  and  test  excavations  along  the  Chattahoo¬ 
chee  River  in  Alabama-Georgia.  The  latter  continued  operations 
until  late  in  June,  when  work  was  stopped  and  the  men  returned  to 
their  headquarters.  Early  in  June  a  party  from  the  Missouri  Basin 
project  headquarters  began  excavations  in  several  sites  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  area  for  the  Big  Bend  Dam  in  South  Dakota. 

As  of  June  30,  1959,  reservoir  areas  where  archeological  surveys 
had  been  made  or  excavations  carried  on  since  the  beginning  of  field¬ 
work  by  the  River  Basin  Surveys  in  the  summer  of  1946  totaled 
254,  located  in  29  States.  Two  lock  projects  and  four  canal  areas 
had  also  been  examined.  The  survey  parties  have  located  4,909 
archeological  sites,  and  of  that  number  1,017  have  been  recommended 
for  excavation  or  limited  testing.  The  term  “excavation”  in  this  re¬ 
spect  does  not  imply  the  complete  uncovering  of  a  site,  but  rather 
digging  only  enough  of  it  to  obtain  a  good  sample  of  the  materials 
and  information  to  be  found  there.  While  many  of  the  locations 
are  unquestionably  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  complete  exca¬ 
vation,  the  needs  of  the  salvage  program  make  it  impossible  to  con¬ 
duct  so  extensive  an  investigation  at  any  one  location. 

Preliminary  appraisal  reports  have  been  issued  for  all  the  reservoir 
areas  surveyed,  with  the  exception  of  the  three  along  the  Chattahoo¬ 
chee  River.  The  manuscripts  of  two  of  those  reports  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  the  third  is  well  underway,  so  that  all  of  them  will  be 
processed  early  in  the  coming  fiscal  year.  The  preliminary  appraisal 
report  for  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir  area  in  South  Dakota  was  mime- 

533783—60 - 2 


8 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  ETHNOLOGY 


ographed  and  distributed  in  October  1958.  Since  the  start  of  the 
Inter-Agency  Archeological  Salvage  Program,  185  appraisal  reports 
have  been  issued.  In  a  number  of  cases  the  information  obtained 
from  several  reservoir  projects  located  within  a  single  basin  or  sub¬ 
basin  have  been  combined  in  one  report  and  for  that  reason  there  is 
a  discrepancy  between  the  number  of  reservoirs  surveyed  and  that  of 
the  reports  issued. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  434  sites  in  54  reservoir  basins  located 
in  19  different  States  had  been  either  partially  or  extensively  dug. 
In  some  reservoir  areas  only  a  single  site  was  excavated,  while  in 
others  a  whole  series  was  studied.  At  least  one  example  of  each  type 
of  site  recommended  by  the  preliminary  surveys  had  been  investi¬ 
gated.  Where  some  of  the  larger  and  more  complex  types  of  village 
remains  were  involved,  it  was  necessary  to  dig  a  number  of  somewhat 
similar  sites  in  order  to  obtain  full  information  about  that  particular 
phase  of  aboriginal  culture.  The  sites  investigated  represent  cultural 
complexes  ranging  from  the  early  hunting  peoples  of  approximately 
10,000  years  ago  to  early  historic  Indian  village  remains  and  frontier 
trading  and  army  posts  of  European  origin.  Reports  on  the  results 
obtained  in  some  of  the  excavations  have  appeared  in  the  Smithsonian 
Miscellaneous  Collections,  in  Bulletins  of  the  Bureau  of  American 
Ethnology,  and  in  various  scientific  journals.  During  the  year  River 
Basin  Surveys  Papers  Nos.  9  through  14,  comprising  Bulletin  1G6 
of  the  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology,  were  published  and  dis¬ 
tributed.  The  papers  consist  of  three  reports  on  excavations  in  the 
Missouri  Basin,  one  on  digging  in  the  Alatoona  Reservoir  in  Georgia, 
one  on  investigations  in  six  sites  in  the  Jim  Woodruff  Reservoir  basin 
in  Florida,  and  one  on  historic  sites  in  and  adjacent  to  the  Jim  Wood¬ 
ruff  Reservoir  area  in  Florida-Georgia.  The  Missouri  Basin  reports 
were  written  by  Paul  L.  Cooper,  Robert  B.  Cumming,  Jr.,  and  Carlyle 
S.  Smith  and  Roger  T.  Grange,  Jr.  Those  pertaining  to  the  South¬ 
east  were  prepared  by  William  H.  Sears,  Mark  F.  Boyd,  and  Ripley 
P.  Bullen.  River  Basin  Papers  Nos.  15-21,  which  will  constitute 
Bulletin  No.  176  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology,  were  sent 
to  the  printer  in  March.  That  series  of  papers  pertains  to  studies 
in  historic  sites  in  the  Fort  Randall,  Oahe,  and  Garrison  Reservoir 
areas  in  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota.  Nine  detailed  technical 
reports  were  completed  during  the  year  and  are  ready  for  publication 
when  the  funds  sufficient  to  cover  their  cost  are  available.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  first  and  second  drafts  of  seven  technical  reports  were 
finished.  The  final  drafts  should  be  ready  early  in  the  next  fiscal  year. 

As  of  June  30,  1959,  the  distribution  of  the  reservoir  projects  that 
had  been  surveyed  for  archeological  remains  was  as  follows:  Ala¬ 
bama,  4 ;  Arkansas,  1 ;  California,  20 ;  Colorado,  24 ;  Georgia,  8 ;  Idaho, 
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11;  Illinois,  2;  Iowa,  3;  Kansas,  10;  Kentucky,  2;  Louisiana, 
2;  Minnesota,  1;  Mississippi,  1;  Montana,  15;  Nebraska,  28;  New 
Mexico,  1;  North  Dakota,  13;  Ohio,  2;  Oklahoma,  7;  Oregon,  27; 
Pennsylvania,  2 ;  South  Carolina,  1 ;  South  Dakota,  10 ;  Tennessee,  4 ; 
Texas,  19;  Virginia,  2;  Washington,  11;  West  Virginia,  2;  Wyoming, 
22. 

Excavations  were  made  or  were  underway  in  reservoir  basins  in: 
Arkansas,  1 ;  California,  5;  Colorado,  1 ;  Iowa,  1 ;  Georgia,  7 ;  Kansas, 
5;  Montana,  1;  Nebraska,  1;  New  Mexico,  1;  North  Dakota,  4; 
Oklahoma,  2;  Oregon,  4;  South  Carolina,  2;  South  Dakota,  4;  Texas, 
7 ;  Virginia,  1 ;  Washington,  4;  West  Virginia,  1 ;  Wyoming,  2.  Only 
the  work  of  Kiver  Basin  Surveys  or  that  which  was  in  direct  coopera¬ 
tion  between  the  Surveys  and  local  institutions  is  included  in  the 
preceding  figures.  Investigations  carried  on  under  agreements  be¬ 
tween  the  National  Park  Service  and  State  and  local  institutions  have 
not  been  included  because  complete  information  about  them  is  not 
available. 

Throughout  the  year  helpful  cooperation  was  received  from  the 
National  Park  Service,  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation,  Corps  of  Engi¬ 
neers  and  other  Army  personnel,  and  various  State  and  local  insti¬ 
tutions.  The  Corps  of  Engineers  provided  transportation  and  guides 
for  work  in  one  of  the  reservoir  areas  and  the  Commanding  Officer 
at  Fort  Benning  in  Georgia  assigned  certain  Army  personnel  to  as¬ 
sist  in  some  of  the  investigations  made  in  that  portion  of  the  Walter 
F.  George  Reservoir  basin  which  lies  in  the  Fort  Benning  Reserva¬ 
tion.  Helicopters  wTere  also  furnished  on  several  occasions  to  enable 
the  archeologists  to  take  aerial  photographs  of  several  sites  in  the 
reservoir  area.  In  the  Missouri  Basin  temporary  headquarters  and 
living  accommodations  were  provided  at  several  projects  and  storage 
space  was  made  available  so  that  much  of  the  field  equipment  could  bo 
left  at  Pierre,  S.  Dak.,  during  the  winter  months.  The  construction 
agency  lent  mechanical  equipment  in  several  instances  to  assist  in 
heavy  excavation  and  the  backfilling  of  trenches  and  test  pits.  The 
various  party  leaders  from  the  River  Basin  Surveys  were  given  as¬ 
sistance  by  field  personnel  of  all  the  agencies  and  the  work  was  greatly 
expedited  as  a  result.  The  National  Park  Service  continued  to  serve 
as  the  liaison  between  the  various  agencies  in  the  field  as  well  as  in 
Washington.  The  estimates  and  justifications  for  the  funds  needed 
to  carry  on  the  salvage  program  were  also  prepared  by  the  Park 
Service.  In  Georgia  the  University  of  Georgia,  the  Georgia  Histori¬ 
cal  Commission,  and  various  local  clubs  and  groups  of  citizens  were 
particularly  helpful  to  the  parties  working  along  the  Chattahoochee 
River. 
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The  main  office  in  Washington  continued  general  supervision  of 
the  program,  while  the  field  headquarters  and  laboratory  at  Lincoln, 
Nebr.,  was  responsible  for  the  activities  in  the  Missouri  Basin,  and 
in  addition  provided  equipment  and  office  assistance  for  the  parties 
engaged  in  the  Chattahoochee  Biver  project.  The  materials  collected 
by  excavating  parties  in  the  Missouri  Basin,  as  well  as  those  from 
the  Chattahoochee  Basin,  were  processed  at  the  Lincoln  laboratory. 

W ashington  office—  The  main  headquarters  of  the  Biver  Basin  Sur¬ 
veys  at  the  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology  continued  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Frank  Id.  Id.  Boberts,  Jr.  As  previously  men¬ 
tioned,  Carl  F.  Miller,  archeologist,  was  detailed  to  the  regular 
Bureau  staff  for  the  period  July  3  to  December  14,  1958.  After 
his  return  to  the  Biver  Basin  Surveys  staff,  Mr.  Miller  completed 
the  final  revision  of  his  report  on  the  “Archeology  of  the  John  H. 
Kerr  Beservoir,  Southern  Virginia  and  Northern  North  Carolina.” 
The  report  includes  a  summary  of  the  many  sites  located  during  the 
course  of  the  original  survey  of  the  area,  as  well  as  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  on  those  which  were  excavated  by  Mr.  Miller.  After  submit¬ 
ting  the  John  H.  Kerr  report,  Mr.  Miller  began  work  on  the  final 
report  pertaining  to  the  investigations  that  he  made  at  the  Hoster- 
man  site  (38P07)  in  the  Oahe  Beservoir  area,  South  Dakota,  dur¬ 
ing  a  previous  field  season.  The  report  was  approximately  one-half 
complete  at  the  end  of  the  year.  During  the  winter  and  spring 
months  Mr.  Miller  spoke  before  several  teachers’  organizations  in  the 
Washington  area,  addressed  a  meeting  of  the  Narragansett  Archeo¬ 
logical  Society  at  Providence,  B.I.,  the  Archeological  Society  of 
Virginia  in  Bichmond,  and  the  Southern  Branch  of  the  Archeologi¬ 
cal  Society  of  Maryland  at  Bethesda,  Md.  Most  of  his  talks  pertained 
to  the  Bussell  Cave  explorations,  although  the  one  given  at  Bethesda 
compared  the  materials  from  the  John  II.  Kerr  Beservoir  with  those 
from  the  Shepard  Barracks  site  in  Maryland  where  excavations  were 
carried  on  by  the  Maryland  Society.  In  June,  Mr.  Miller  read  proof 
on  an  article  about  Bussell  Cave,  which  is  to  appear  in  a  book  on 
National  Parks  and  Monuments  in  the  United  States  being  issued 
by  the  National  Geographic  Society.  In  January  Mr.  Miller  received 
the  Franklin  L.  Burr  Award  from  the  National  Geographic  Society 
in  “recognition  of  his  outstanding  contributions  to  the  science  of 
geography  and  early  American  history  through  the  archeological 
investigations  of  Bussell  Cave,  Alabama.”  At  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year  Mr.  Miller  was  working  in  the  Washington  office. 

On  October  13,  1958,  Harold  A.  Huscher  was  transferred  from 
the  Missouri  Basin  project  to  the  Chattahoochee  Biver  project.  He 
was  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Washington  office  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  work  at  the  headquarters  in  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  where  he 
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completed  reports  on  the  surveys  made  during  the  previous  year  at 
the  Oliver  and  Columbia  Beservoir  projects  on  the  Chattahoochee 
Kiver.  He  also  virtually  completed  the  first  draft  of  his  preliminary 
appraisal  of  the  archeological  explorations  in  the  W alter  F.  George 
Beservoir  area.  In  early  February,  Mr.  Huscher  returned  to  the 
Chattahoochee  Basin  and  from  then  until  late  June  carried  on  a 
series  of  investigations  in  the  Columbia  and  Walter  F.  George  Bes¬ 
ervoir  basins.  While  working  in  Alabama  and  Georgia,  Mr.  Huscher 
spoke  before  numerous  clubs  and  local  groups,  took  part  in  several 
radio  broadcasts  devoted  to  archeological  problems  along  the  Chatta¬ 
hoochee  Biver,  and  appeared  on  several  TV  broadcasts.  He  returned 
to  the  field  headquarters  at  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  on  June  30. 

In  February,  Bobert  W.  Neuman  and  G.  Hubert  Smith  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Chattahoochee  Biver  project  and  under  general  direc¬ 
tion  from  the  Washington  office  proceeded  to  that  area.  Mr.  Neu¬ 
man,  during  the  period  February  9  to  June  23,  carried  on  excavations 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Columbia  Dam  axis  in  Georgia  and  did  test 
digging  in  one  large  mound  on  the  Alabama  side  of  the  river.  While 
in  Georgia,  Mr.  Neuman  spoke  before  various  local  clubs  and  groups 
of  interested  citizens.  He  also  appeared  on  a  TV  interview  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  salvage  program  and  spoke  before  the  Macon,  Ga.,  Archeo¬ 
logical  Society.  He  returned  to  the  field  headquarters  at  Lincoln, 
Nebr.,  on  June  27.  Mr.  Smith  worked  at  two  locations  in  the  Walter 
F.  George  Beservoir  area,  one  in  Georgia  and  one  in  Alabama.  He 
also  talked  before  a  number  of  local  organizations.  Mr.  Smith 
returned  to  the  field  headquarters  on  June  17. 

Alabama-Georgia. — During  the  period  February  through  June  a 
series  of  test  excavations  was  carried  on  at  a  number  of  sites  in  the 
areas  to  be  flooded  by  the  Columbia  Dam  and  Lock  and  the  Walter  F. 
George  Dam  and  Lock.  Bobert  W.  Neuman  worked  in  seven  sites 
on  the  Georgia  side  of  the  Chattahoochee  Biver  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Columbia  Dam  axis.  Six  of  the  sites  dated  from  the  Archaic  period 
and  extended  into  Middle  Woodland  times.  The  seventh  site  on  the 
Georgia  side  represented  a  historic  Creek  occupation  dating  about 
A.D.  1830.  A  good  collection  of  materials  was  obtained  from  all 
these  sites  and  the  specimens  will  aid  materially  in  working  out  the 
cultural  stages  in  that  area.  On  the  Alabama  side  of  the  river  Mr. 
Neuman  excavated  in  the  remains  of  a  large  mound  which  was  being 
destroyed  by  the  river.  Some  work  had  been  done  there  many  years 
ago  by  Clarence  W.  Moore,  but  there  was  little  information  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  general  character  of  the  mound.  Mr.  Neuman  obtained 
information  relative  to  the  method  of  its  construction  and  several 
stages  in  its  growth.  Further  work  is  contemplated  at  the  site. 
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Harold  A.  Iluscher  carried  on  a  series  of  excavations  in  four  sites 
on  the  axis  of  the  Columbia  Dam  2 y2  miles  below  Columbia,  Ala. 
The  area  is  one  of  extensive  sandy  bottoms  and,  with  minor  varia¬ 
tions,  the  sites  produce  Weeden  Island  pottery  types  in  the  surface 
levels  and  to  a  depth  of  about  2  feet.  There  is  also  a  scattering  of 
Stallings  Island  potsherds,  steatite  fragments,  and  large  heavy¬ 
stemmed  projectile  points  down  to  about  4 y2  feet  below  the  surface. 
Some  of  the  flint  flakes  and  points  from  the  deeper  levels  have  been 
completely  altered  chemically  to  a  chalky  residue.  Similar  points 
were  found  previously  on  the  Macon  plateau  by  Dr.  A.  R.  Kelley 
and  were  described  by  him  in  Anthropological  Paper  No.  1,  which 
appeared  in  Bulletin  119  of  the  Bureau.  Mr.  Huscher  made  maps 
and  detailed  excavation  plans  for  these  sites. 

Construction  work  was  underway  on  the  Walter  F.  George  Dam 
in  early  February  and  Mr.  Huscher  made  a  series  of  10-  by  10-foot 
test  excavations  in  three  sites  which  were  threatened  with  immedi¬ 
ate  damage.  One  of  them  at  the  Georgia  end  of  the  dam  axis  yielded 
a  variety  of  trade  goods,  including  the  mechanism  of  a  flintlock. 
The  site  probably  represents  the  location  of  a  Creek  village  of  about 
A.D.  1800.  Another  site  on  the  Georgia  side,  a  short  distance  above 
the  dam,  and  one  on  the  Alabama  end  of  the  dam  axis,  produced 
plain  Early  Mississippian  pottery.  The  material  from  the  Alabama 
site  indicated  pottery  with  angled-loop  handles  similar  to  the  ware 
that  has  been  called  Bibb  Plain.  The  pottery  from  the  Georgia 
site  had  flat  strap  handles  with  vertical  incised  decoration.  The 
pottery  characteristics  are  so  definite  that  it  is  possible  to  correlate 
the  wares  with  those  from  other  sites  in  the  general  area. 

Mr.  Huscher  later  moved  upstream  and  began  the  investigation  of 
two  sites  on  the  Fort  Benning  Military  Reservation.  One  of  them 
on  the  Georgia  side  is  an  Early  Lamar  site  and  seems  to  contain  a 
single  “pure”  component.  The  site  had  been  destroyed  to  a  large 
extent  by  Army  bulldozers  building  a  road,  but  trenches  in  two 
separate  remnants  revealed  post-hole  patterns  that  apparently  rep¬ 
resented  two  rectangular  houses.  A  nearby  midden  area  yielded  a 
good  representative  sample  of  pottery  types  associated  with  the 
houses.  The  second  site  -was  on  the  Alabama  side  of  the  river  just 
north  of  Uchee  Creek.  It  is  a  Swift  Creek- Weeden  Island  site  and 
has  an  older  underlying  level.  Sgt.  David  W.  Chase,  curator  of  the 
Infantry  Museum  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga.,  had  done  some  work  there, 
and  because  of  the  evidence  he  had  obtained,  indicating  that  it  would 
be  a  type  site  for  the  Swift  Creek-Weeden  Island  phase  of  Middle 
Woodland  in  the  area,  it  was  extensively  tested  by  the  Huscher  party. 
Beneath  the  Middle  Woodland  levels  in  a  portion  of  the  site  there  is 
a  bed  of  white  sand  which  has  yielded  fiber-tempered  potsherds  of 
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the  Stallings  Island  type  and  fragments  from  steatite  vessels.  This 
stratigraphic  evidence  augments  that  found  in  other  locations  along 
the  river.  Sergeant  Chase  turned  over  to  the  River  Basin  Surveys 
party  extensive  notes  and  collections  resulting  from  his  previous 
work  at  both  sites.  He  also  assisted  Mr.  Huscher  in  making  detailed 
plane-table  maps  of  the  sites  and  plans  of  the  excavations. 

G.  Hubert  Smith  excavated  in  two  historic  sites  in  the  Walter  F. 
George  Reservoir  Basin.  One  of  them  on  the  Georgia  side  of  the 
river  was  the  location  of  the  village  of  Roanoke,  a  colonial  settlement 
that  had  originally  been  occupied  by  Creek  Indians  but  was  subse¬ 
quently  taken  over  by  the  whites  who  lived  there  from  1831  until  the 
community  was  destroyed  by  Indians  in  May  1836.  Because  of  the 
long  period  in  which  the  area  was  under  heavy  cultivation,  Mr.  Smith 
was  unable  to  determine  the  settlement  pattern  or  to  obtain  outlines 
for  any  of  the  village  structures.  He  did,  however,  obtain  an  ex¬ 
tensive  collection  of  specimens  attributable  both  to  the  white  occupa¬ 
tion  and  that  by  the  Indians.  Careful  study  of  the  material  may 
provide  information  that  will  be  useful  in  dating  some  of  the  other 
late  Indian  sites  along  the  river.  From  the  Roanoke  site  Mr.  Smith 
went  to  one  on  the  Alabama  side  in  Russell  County,  which  was  the 
location  of  a  fort  built  and  occupied  by  the  Spaniards  from  1689  to 
1691.  The  fort  known  as  Apalachicola  was  probably  the  most  north¬ 
ern  outpost  of  the  Spanish  occupation  in  the  Southeast  and  was 
erected  for  the  purpose  of  stemming  the  southward  expansion  of 
the  English.  The  Spaniards  possibly  did  not  occupy  the  fort  con¬ 
tinuously,  but  lived  at  times  in  an  adjacent  Indian  village.  The  fort 
was  destroyed  by  the  Spaniards  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands 
of  English  traders  from  the  Carolinas  who  were  operating  among 
the  Creek  Indians.  Mr.  Smith  did  not  dig  in  the  fort  proper  but 
confined  his  investigations  to  the  area  immediately  surrounding  it  in 
order  to  delimit  the  extent  of  the  fortifications  and  to  determine  the 
proximity  of  Indian  occupation.  The  fort  remains  will  not  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  flooding  by  the  Walter  F.  George  Reservoir,  but  the  maxi¬ 
mum  pool  level  will  not  be  far  distant  and  may  damage  the  remains 
to  some  extent  as  a  result  of  seepage.  Consequently  it  is  thought  that 
a  thorough  study  should  be  made  of  the  site  at  a  later  date.  Further¬ 
more,  associations  between  Spanish  and  Indian  objects  will  provide 
a  helpful  checking  point  in  establishing  chronology  of  the  area,  par¬ 
ticularly  since  the  exact  dates  for  the  fort  are  known.  After  complet¬ 
ing  the  investigations  at  the  two  sites,  Mr.  Smith  assisted  Mr.  Iluscher 
in  making  detailed  plane-table  maps  and  trench  plans  for  both. 

In  addition  to  the  test  excavations  described  above,  Mr.  Iluscher 
located  and  recorded  10  new  sites  in  the  Walter  F.  George  and  Co¬ 
lumbia  areas  and  made  collections  from  46  sites.  At  the  end  of  the 
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season’s  work  along  the  Chattahoochee,  all  the  records  and  collections 
of  the  three  field  parties  were  sent  to  the  laboratory  of  the  River  Basin 
Surveys  at  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  for  processing  there  and  for  use  in  the 
preparation  of  reports  on  the  investigations. 

The  only  other  work  by  the  River  Basin  Surveys  pertaining  to 
Georgia  was  that  of  Carl  F.  Miller,  who  completed  a  report  on  the 
test  digging  that  he  did  during  the  previous  year  at  the  Tugaloo  site 
in  the  Hartwell  Reservoir  area.  However,  the  University  of  Georgia 
in  cooperation  with  the  National  Park  Service  carried  on  a  series  of 
investigations  in  the  Oliver  Reservoir  Basin  and  at  the  Standley 
Farm  site,  also  known  as  Stark’s  Clay  Landing,  in  the  Walter  F. 
George  Reservoir  on  the  Georgia  side  of  the  river.  Work  was  con¬ 
tinuing  at  the  latter  location  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Arkansas. — No  fieldwork  was  carried  on  in  Arkansas  during  the 
year  ended  June  30,  1959.  However,  a  detailed  technical  report, 
“Archeological  Investigations  in  the  Dardanelle  Reservoir  Area  of 
West-Central  Arkansas,”  was  completed  by  Dr.  Warren  W.  Caldwell. 
The  report  consists  of  85  typed  pages,  2  maps,  8  plates,  and  6  text 
figures.  It  will  be  published  as  a  River  Basin  Surveys  paper  when 
printing  funds  for  that  purpose  are  available. 

Kansas. — The  only  work  done  by  the  River  Basin  Surveys  pertain¬ 
ing  to  Kansas  during  the  fiscal  year  was  the  completion  of  a  detailed 
technical  report  on  the  excavation  of  four  sites  in  the  Lovewell  Reser¬ 
voir  area  on  White  Rock  Creek  in  Jewell  County  in  the  north-central 
part  of  the  State.  The  report  was  written  by  Robert  W.  Neuman  and 
is  entitled,  “Archeological  Salvage  Investigations  in  the  Lovewell 
Reservoir  Area,  Kansas.”  It  consists  of  84  typed  pages,  12  plates, 
and  3  text  figures,  and  will  be  published  as  a  River  Basin  Surveys 
paper. 

The  Kansas  State  Historical  Society  at  Topeka  carried  on  surveys 
and  did  some  test  digging  in  the  Pomona  and  Melvern  Reservoir 
areas  imder  a  cooperative  agreement  with  the  National  Park  Service. 
The  Pomona  Dam  is  to  be  built  on  the  110-Mile  Creek,  and  Melvern 
Dam  will  be  in  the  Marais  de  Cygnes  River. 

Missouri  River  Basin. — The  Missouri  Basin  project  continued  to 
operate  from  the  field  headquarters  and  laboratory  at  1517  O  Street, 
Lincoln,  Nebr.  Dr.  Robert  L.  Stephenson  served  as  chief  of  the 
project  throughout  the  year.  Activities  included  work  on  all  four 
phases  of  the  salvage  program :  (1)  Survey,  (2)  excavation,  (3)  anal¬ 
ysis,  and  (4)  reporting.  Most  of  the  effort  during  the  summer  months 
was  directed  toward  the  second  phase,  with  only  minor  attention  to 
the  first  phase.  The  third  and  fourth  phases  received  the  major  at¬ 
tention  in  the  winter  months.  The  special  chronology  program,  be¬ 
gun  last  fiscal  year,  was  continued. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  permanent  staff,  in  addition 
to  the  chief,  consisted  of  six  archeologists  (one  of  whom  was  on  loan 
to  the  National  Park  Service),  one  clerk-stenographer,  one  file  clerk, 
one  clerk-typist,  one  photographer,  one  illustrator,  and  four  museum 
aides.  Temporary  employees  included  1  archeologist,  1  physical  an¬ 
thropologist,  2  field  assistants,  3  cooks,  and  90  crewmen. 

During  the  year,  1  archeologist  was  transferred  to  the  staff  from 
the  Chattahoochee  Project  on  July  21,  1  cook  joined  the  temporary 
staff  on  July  9,  and  16  temporary  crewmen  were  added  in  July.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  last  week  of  August  and  the  first  week  of  September,  all 
temporary  crewmen  and  three  cooks  were  terminated,  and  one  cook 
was  transferred  from  that  position  to  laboratory  assistant.  The  tem¬ 
porary  archeologist  was  terminated  on  September  12,  and  the  two 
field  assistants  were  terminated  on  August  29  and  September  5,  re¬ 
spectively.  The  physical  anthropologist  was  terminated  on  September 
2,  and  one  museum  aide  was  transferred  from  full  time  to  half  time 
on  September  15.  The  archeologist  on  temporary-detached  duty  with 
the  National  Park  Service  returned  to  the  permanent  staff  on  October 
1.  One  archeologist  "was  transferred  on  October  13  to  the  Chatta¬ 
hoochee  Basin  project. 

On  September  23,  one  archeologist  was  assigned  temporary-detached 
duty  for  8  weeks  with  the  National  Park  Service  to  conduct  excava¬ 
tions  at  Fort  Laramie  National  Monument,  Wyo.  He  returned  to  the 
Missouri  Basin  project  on  November  15.  On  December  4,  one  arche¬ 
ologist  was  assigned  temporary- detached  duty  for  3  weeks  with  the 
National  Park  Service  to  conduct  excavations  at  George  Washington 
Carver  National  Monument,  Mo.  He  returned  to  the  Missouri  Basin 
project  on  December  21.  On  February  9,  two  archeologists  were  trans¬ 
ferred  for  temporary  duty  with  the  Chattahoochee  Basin  Project. 
They  returned  to  the  Missouri  Basin  project  on  June  17  and  29,  re¬ 
spectively.  One  museum  aide  resigned  to  take  other  employment  on 
March  20,  and  one  archeologist  was  permanently  transferred  to  the 
National  Park  Service  on  May  30,  to  join  the  staff  of  the  Wetlierill 
Mesa  Research  project,  Mesa  Verde  National  Park,  Colo.  During 
June,  six  temporary  crewmen  were  employed. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  there  were  five  archeologists,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  chief,  one  administrative  assistant,  one  clerk-stenographer, 
one  file  clerk,  one  clerk-typist,  one  illustrator,  one  photographer,  and 
three  museum  aides  on  the  permanent  staff,  and  one  laboratory  assist¬ 
ant  and  six  crewmen  on  the  temporary  staff. 

During  the  year  there  were  14  Smithsonian  Institution  River  Basin 
Surveys  field  parties  at  work  within  the  Missouri  Basin.  Of  the  14 
Missouri  Basin  parties,  5  were  at  work  in  the  Oahe  Reservoir  area 
during  July  and  August,  and  5  others  were  at  work  in  the  Big  Bend 
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Reservoir  during  July  and  August.  Two  small  parties  were  at  work 
during  December  and  January,  respectively,  in  brief  investigations 
in  the  Merritt  and  Big  Bend  Reservoir  areas.  One  party  was  at  work 
in  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir  area  and  a  second  (mobile)  party  was 
working  in  the  general  Missouri  Basin  area  in  June. 

Other  fieldwork  in  the  Missouri  Basin  during  the  year  included 
10  parties  from  State  institutions  operating  under  cooperative  agree¬ 
ments  with  the  National  Park  Service  and  in  cooperation  with  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  in  the  Inter-Agency  Archeological  Salvage 
Program. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  in  the  Oahe  Reservoir  area, 
Dr.  Robert  L.  Stephenson  and  a  crew  of  20  men  were  engaged  in 
excavations  at  the  Sully  site  (39SL4).  This  was  the  third  and  final 
season  of  work  at  this,  the  largest  of  the  earth-lodge  village  sites  in 
the  Missouri  Basin.  The  site  was  situated  on  the  second  terrace  of  the 
Missouri  River,  21  miles  above  Pierre,  in  Sully  County,  S.Dak.  The 
1958  investigations  were  concentrated  largely  in  the  central  and  east¬ 
ern  portions  of  the  site.  These,  with  those  of  the  two  preceding 
seasons,  provided  a  reasonably  equal  sample  of  features  and  specimens 
from  all  portions  of  the  site.  Excavation  technique  differed  some¬ 
what  in  the  1958  season.  During  the  1957  season,  whole  houses  were 
excavated,  but  the  surrounding  areas  outside  were  not  examined.  In 
1958  only  one  house  was  excavated  in  this  manner.  In  the  other  ex¬ 
cavation  units,  only  half  houses  were  dug,  but  the  surrounding  areas 
on  three  sides  of  each  house  were  also  excavated.  In  this  way  portions 
of  19  houses  were  investigated,  with  most  of  the  essential  structural 
details  obtained  from  all  but  two  of  them.  Experience  of  the  previous 
seasons’  work  at  this  site  suggested  that  more  could  be  learned  of  the 
total  village  pattern  in  this  way,  and  that  excavation  of  complete 
houses  was  neither  necessary  nor  economically  feasible.  Besides  the 
house  areas,  half  of  a  ceremonial  lodge,  two  large  cache-pit  areas,  a 
scaffold  area,  a  midden  heap,  and  another  portion  of  the  “plaza”  were 
also  excavated,  and  two  midden  areas  were  tested.  Thus  all  or  parts 
of  32  of  the  nearly  400  houses  have  been  excavated,  as  have  been  3 
of  the  4  ceremonial  lodges,  a  scaffold  area,  several  cache-pit  areas, 
midden  heaps,  and  a  “plaza.”  Numerous  tests  were  made  in  an  effort 
f o  locate  a  fortification  ditch  or  stockade,  but  none  was  found. 

Emphasis  was  placed,  in  the  field,  upon  securing  architectural  in¬ 
formation,  and  good  superposition  of  varying  types  of  dwelling 
houses  was  obtained.  Two  distinct,  circular,  dwelling-house  types 
were  present,  one  with  a  series  of  widely  spaced  large  wall  posts  of 
an  early  period,  and  one  with  a  series  of  small,  closely  set  wall  posts 
of  a  later  period.  There  was  considerable  variation  within  each  type. 
The  earlier  type  had  short  entry  ways,  while  the  later  one  had  medium- 
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to-long  entryways.  The  earlier  houses  were  of  rather  uniform  size 
(about  36  feet  in  diameter),  while  the  later  ones  ranged  from  19 
feet  to  47  feet  in  diameter.  A  unique  feature  was  the  presence  of  two 
concentrically  superimposed  ceremonial  lodges,  using  almost  the  same 
floor  level.  One  was  77  feet  in  diameter,  superimposed  upon  one  that 
was  64  feet  in  diameter.  All  the  large  ceremonial  lodges  excavated 
at  the  Sully  site  (as  well  as  several  of  the  later  dwelling  houses)  were 
actually  polyhedral  rather  than  round,  and  had  between  9  and  12 
sides. 

All  occupations  of  this  site  were  relatively  late,  with  both  major 
components  (additional  minor  components  have  yet  to  be  differenti¬ 
ated)  in  the  circular-house  tradition  and  probably  relating  to  the 
period  between  roughly  A.D.  1600  and  1750.  The  pottery  sample 
and  other  artifact  inventory  is  large  and  varied,  but  no  assessment 
of  it  has  been  made  at  this  time.  This  field  party  disbanded  on  Au¬ 
gust  23,  after  10  weeks  in  the  field. 

The  second  River  Basin  Surveys  field  party  in  the  Oahe  Reservoir 
area  consisted  of  a  crew  of  eight  men,  under  the  leadership  of  William 
M.  Bass  III,  physical  anthropologist.  This  party  devoted  the  major 
part  of  the  season  to  excavations  in  the  burial  areas  of  the  Sully  site 
(39SL4).  This  was  a  continuation  of  work  begun  in  1957  on  a  some¬ 
what  smaller  scale.  Work  was  concentrated  in  three  areas  (Features 
218,  219,  and  220)  and  161  burials  were  recovered,  bringing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  burials  excavated  at  the  Sully  site  to  224.  Only  a  preliminary 
analysis  of  the  skeletal  remains  has  been  made.  Bodies  were  interred 
in  shallow  oval  pits  dug  into  an  old  surface  about  1  foot  below  the 
current  soil  level.  Burials  were  predominantly  flexed  or  semiflexed 
and  oriented  with  the  head  toward  the  west  or  northwest.  A  group 
burial,  recovered  from  Feature  218,  appeal’s  to  be  the  remnant  of  a 
scaffold  burial.  Many  of  the  graves  had  a  covering  of  small  poles, 
but  few  had  grave  goods  included.  The  grave  goods  that  were  re¬ 
covered  included  pottery  vessels,  ornaments,  and  an  occasional  cat- 
linite  pipe. 

The  Bass  party,  in  addition  to  work  at  the  Sully  site,  excavated 
nine  rock-cairn  burials  at  the  Whistling  Hawk  site  (39SL39),  a 
rather  ephemeral  site  on  the  same  terrace  2  miles  east  of  the  Sully 
site.  Burials  were  found  in  each  cairn,  but  significant  skeletal  re¬ 
mains  were  scanty,  as  most  of  the  bones  were  badly  deteriorated. 
Artifacts  with  these  burials  were  few. 

At  the  end  of  the  field  season,  the  Bass  party  devoted  a  short  period 
to  the  excavation  and  collection  of  a  group  of  burials  and  associated 
artifacts  from  a  site  (39YK202)  recently  discovered  in  the  course  of 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  construction  work  near  the  Gavins 
Point  Dam.  Only  the  prompt  action  and  complete  cooperation 
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of  the  Commission,  the  local  contractor,  the  Corps  of  Engineers, 
members  of  the  Yankton  College  staff,  the  National  Park  Service, 
and  the  Smithsonian  Institution  made  this  salvage  operation  success¬ 
ful.  The  burials  proved  to  be  of  a  group  of  Woodland  people  and 
included  an  appreciable  number  of  personal  ornaments,  as  well  as  a 
good  series  of  skeletal  remains.  This  party  disbanded  on  August  23, 
after  8  weeks  in  the  field. 

The  third  River  Basin  Surveys  party  in  the  Oahe  Reservoir  area 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  comprised  of  a  crew  of  10  men  under 
the  direction  of  Charles  H.  McNutt.  This  party  conducted  excava¬ 
tions  at  a  series  of  sites  in  the  Fielder  Bottom-Telegraph  Flat  area 
near  the  Sully  site.  The  work  was  a  continuation  of  excavations  be¬ 
gun  the  season  before,  designed  to  sample  the  smaller  sites  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  Sully  site,  in  order  to  round  out  the  story 
of  the  prehistoric  occupations  of  this  once  heavily  populated  area. 
At  the  Sully  School  site  (39SL7),  one  house  was  excavated  in  its 
entirety,  and  portions  of  four  more  houses  were  exposed.  Three  test 
trenches  were  cut  across  the  fortification  ditch,  and  a  large  series  of 
midden  tests,  cache  pits,  and  subsidiary  features  were  excavated.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  two  seasons’  work  there  the  total  artifact  sample  is  ex¬ 
tensive.  The  architectural  information  recovered  is  less  satisfactory. 
The  gumbo  fill  present  in  many  of  the  features  made  it  extremely 
difficult  to  determine  structural  characteristics.  Two  occupations  were 
present,  one  represented  by  rectangular  houses  and  pottery  similar 
to  that  from  the  Thomas  Riggs  site,  the  other  by  circular  houses  and 
pottery  in  the  La  Roche  tradition.  Only  part  of  the  site  was  fortified. 
The  rectangular-house  occupation  was  confined  within  the  fortifica¬ 
tion  ditch,  but  the  circular-house  occupation  was  found  both  within 
and  without  the  ditch.  There  is  additional  ceramic  evidence  that  the 
fortification  probably  dates  from  the  former,  rather  than  from  the 
latter,  occupation. 

The  Ziltener  site  (39SL10)  was  located  along -a  treeless  cutbank 
of  the  Missouri  River  bottoms  approximately  3  miles  southeast  of 
the  Sully  site.  Informants  had  reported  that  a  number  of  skulls  and 
artifacts  were  eroded  from  the  bank  from  time  to  time  by  the  annual 
spring  rises  in  the  river.  The  bank  was  carefully  watched  for  several 
seasons  by  River  Basin  Surveys  parties,  but  with  little  success.  In 
1958  a  storage  pit  and  a  house  profile  were  visible,  and  a  small  cache 
was  found  where  it  had  slumped  from  the  cutbank.  The  remainder 
of  the  house  and  the  storage  pit  were  excavated.  The  house  was 
circular,  and  the  pottery  of  the  La  Roche  tradition. 

The  Nolz  site  (39SL40)  was  located  on  a  terrace  remnant  below 
and  somewhat  to  the  southwest  of  the  Sully  site.  Three  very  faint 
house  depressions  were  visible  as  surface  features.  Two  of  these 
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were  trenched  and  the  third  was  half  excavated.  Central  hearths 
were  found  in  all  cases.  Three  additional  tests  were  made  on  the 
site.  Artifact  recovery  was  fair,  but  architectural  data  were  poorly 
represented,  owing  to  the  shallow  depth  of  fill  above  house  floors 
and  the  clayey  nature  of  the  soil.  The  houses  were  probably  circular 
and  the  pottery  in  the  La  Roche  tradition. 

The  Zimmerman  site  (39SL41),  located  on  the  same  terrace  as  the 
Nolz  site,  consisted  of  a  village  area  marked  by  about  40  large  round- 
to-oval  depressions.  One  rectangular  house  was  excavated  com¬ 
pletely,  and  half  the  fill  of  a  second  was  removed.  A  midden  area  and 
12  cache  pits  were  also  excavated.  There  was  no  indication  of  the 
presence  of  any  other  component.  Three  exploratory  trenches  were 
dug,  in  an  effort  to  find  a  fortification  ditch,  but  no  satisfactory  ditch 
profile  was  discovered.  The  total  data  indicate  that  this  was  a  single¬ 
component  site,  characterized  by  long-rectangular  houses  and  Thomas 
Riggs  pottery. 

The  Glasshoff  site  (39SL42)  was  situated  on  the  Zimmerman-Nolz 
terrace  below  the  west  end  of  the  Sully  site.  According  to  an  in¬ 
formant,  the  area  was  once  used  for  cavalry  exercises  by  Fort  Sully 
personnel.  In  the  past,  sherds  were  collected  from  the  surface  there, 
and  one  test  excavation  (1953)  had  provided  additional  evidence 
of  aboriginal  occupation.  No  well-defined  house  depressions  were 
apparent,  but  several  surface  anomalies  were  visible.  Wherever  tested, 
they  proved  to  be  the  result  of  activities  attributable  to  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Fort  Sully  in  the  late  19th  century.  Trenching  during  the 
1958  season  yielded  historic  specimens,  a  cache  pit,  and  a  part  of  an 
aboriginal  dwelling.  The  latter  was  found  on  the  last  day  of  the 
field  season.  Artifact  recovery  was  fair,  and  although  some  archi¬ 
tectural  features  were  well  pr&served,  few  details  were  discernible. 
Pottery  is  simple-stamped  and  somewhat  like  the  Thomas  Riggs 
materials,  but  it  appears  to  be  a  distinctive  variant. 

Site  39SL27,  a  large,  unnamed  site  on  Telegraph  Flat,  1  mile  east 
of  the  Sully  site,  has  several  visible  but  shallow  “house”  depressions. 
Three  small  pits  dug  in  the  centers  of  depressions  yielded  neither 
artifacts  nor  architectural  features.  Additional  work  is  needed  at 
this  site. 

The  Whistling  Hawk  site  (39SL39)  comprised  a  large  area  along 
the  edge  of  Telegraph  Flat  terrace,  east  of  39SL27.  A  single  pit 
excavated  into  a  deep  (house?)  depression  yielded  no  artifacts  or 
architecture,  although  the  Bass  party  excavated  rock-caim  burials 
at  the  site. 

Two  sites  not  situated  in  Fielder  Bottom  were  also  tested.  Site 
39SL19  was  a  low-lying  area  in  the  Little  Bend  region,  18  miles 
upstream  from  the  Sully  site.  Two  small,  shallow  pits  were  dug  to 
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examine  the  fill,  and  the  site  was  walked  carefully.  No  indication  of 
a  village  and  no  cultural  material  were  found  on  the  surface.  This 
area  will  probably  be  flooded  in  1959  and  no  further  efforts  there 
seem  justified.  The  Pitlick  site  (39HU16),  8  miles  downstream  from 
the  Sully  site,  is  the  northernmost  site  in  the  Peoria  Bottom  group. 
It  will  not  be  flooded  in  1959,  but  will  probably  slump  badly.  Two 
large  trenches  and  two  deep  test  pits  were  excavated.  One  trench 
cut  through  the  shoulder  and  floor  of  a  house,  the  other  through  a 
fortification  ditch.  One  of  the  deep  test  pits  may  have  cut  through 
a  house  floor.  No  artifacts  were  recovered  at  the  site.  This  party 
disbanded  on  August  23,  following  10  weeks  in  the  field.  The  Stephen¬ 
son,  Bass,  and  McNutt  field  parties  shared  camp  facilities  near  the 
Sully  site  in  Fielder  Bottom. 

The  fourth  River  Basin  Surveys  field  party  in  the  Oahe  Reservoir 
area  consisted  of  a  crew  of  nine,  directed  by  Richard  P.  Wheeler.  It 
investigated  a  series  of  sites  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Missouri  River 
in  the  Fort  Bennett  area,  36  river  miles  above  Pierre,  Stanley 
County,  S.  Dak.  The  principal  effort  was  directed  toward  excava¬ 
tions  at  the  H.  P.  Thomas  site  (39ST12).  A  total  of  60  circular 
earth-lodge  depressions  is  apparent  in  area  1  of  the  site,  and  21 
depressions  are  suggested  in  area  2.  Three  lodges  were  excavated 
in  area  1  and  two  in  area  2.  Overburden  was  removed  from  six  addi¬ 
tional  lodges  by  bulldozer,  and  four  dozer-cut  trenches  were  carried 
across  the  moats  in  each  area.  Three  midden  deposits  in  area  1  were 
excavated,  one  containing  a  fragment  of  the  floor  pattern  of  a  house. 
Three  of  the  suggested  five  components  appear  to  be  assignable  to 
the  Snake  Butte,  Stanley,  and  Anderson-Monroe  Foci,  as  defined  by 
Lehmer  for  the  Oahe  Dam  area. 

At  the  Agency  Creek  site  (39ST41),  adjacent  to  site  39ST12,  seven 
small  test  pits  and  one  bulldozer  trench  were  excavated.  Since  time 
did  not  permit  detailed  investigation  of  these  sample  excavations, 
little  can  be  said  of  the  cultural  implications  of  the  site,  although 
laboratory  analyses  of  the  artifacts  will  prove  informative.  Addi¬ 
tional  tests  were  made  at  the  Lounsbury  site  (39ST42)  and  at  the 
Ramsey  site  (39ST236),  the  latter  situated  midway  between  39ST41 
and  39ST42.  At  the  Lounsbury  site,  test  pits  were  excavated  into  the 
centers  of  two  circular-house  depressions,  exposing  the  central 
hearths.  The  overburden  was  bulldozed  from  the  surface  of  one 
house,  but  the  structure  was  not  fully  excavated.  The  Ramsey  site 
appears  to  be  a  series  of  middens  only,  and  a  stratigraphic  cut,  5  feet 
by  10  feet,  provided  an  abundance  of  artifacts  but  no  house  remains. 
These  test  excavations  at  the  Agency  Creek,  Lounsbury,  and  Ramsey 
sites  yielded  thin,  horizontally  incised  rim  sherds  and  simple-stamped 
body  sherds  characteristic  of  the  Bennett  Focus  as  suggested  earlier 
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1.  Seminole  settlement  in  the  Everglades. 
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1.  Aerial  view  of  a  Seminole  field  in  the  Everglades. 
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1.  Excavation  of  Feature  1,  a  portion  of  a  circular  house  exposed  in  slump  bank  along 
Missouri  River  at  the  Ziltener  Site  (39SL10)  in  the  Oahe  Reservoir  area,  South  Dakota. 
Most  of  the  house  had  washed  away  but  the  remainder  was  undisturbed,  with  a  fair 
floor  and  post  holes  dug  into  soft  silt.  River  Basin  Surveys. 


2.  Crew  excavating  remains  at  the  Truman  Mound  Site  (39BF224),  a  group  of  six 
burial  mounds  of  the  pre-earth-lodge  peoples  in  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir  area,  South 
Dakota.  River  Basin  Surveys. 
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Plate  4 


(See  legend  on  opposite  page.) 


PLATE  4 


Representative  examples  of  pottery  vessels  from  various  sites  in  the  Missouri  Basin. 

(a)  From  site  25FT17,  an  Aksarben  Aspect  site  in  Medicine  Creek  Reservoir,  Nebraska, 
(b)  From  Leavitt  Site  (39ST21S),  Oahe  Reservoir,  South  Dakota,  (c)  From  White  Swan 
Mound  Site  (39CH9),  a  Woodland  Site  in  Fort  Randall  Reservoir,  South  Dakota,  (d)  From 
Leavitt  Site  (39ST21S).  (e)  Stanley  Tool  Impressed  vessel  from  Phillips  Ranch  Site 

(39ST14),  Oahe  Reservoir,  (f)  From  Leavitt  Site  (39ST21S).  (g)  Colombe  Collared 

Rim  vessel  from  Phillips  Ranch  Site  (39ST14).  (h)  Foreman  Cord  Impressed  vessel  from 

Dodd  Site  (39ST30),  Oahe  Reservoir,  (i)  Mitchell  Broad  Trailed  vessel  from  Dodd  Site 
(39ST30).  (j)  From  Cheyenne  River  Site  (39ST1),  Oahe  Reservoir,  (k)  Stanley  Braced 

Rim  vessel  from  Dodd  Site  (39ST30).  (1)  Truman  Plain  Rim  vessel  from  Truman 

Mounds  Site  (39BF224),  Big  Bend  Reservoir,  South  Dakota,  (m)  From  White  Swan 
Mound  Site  (39CH9).  (n)  From  Site  (48FR84),  Boysen  Reservoir,  Wyoming.  Only 

known  restored  vessel  from  Wyoming,  (o)  From  Leavitt  Site  (39ST215). 
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at  the  Black  Widow  (39ST3)  and  Meyers  (39ST10)  sites.  This  party 
disbanded  on  August  25  and  returned  to  the  headquarters  in  Lincoln 
after  10  weeks  in  the  field. 

The  fifth  River  Basin  Surveys  field  party  in  the  Oahe  Reservoir 
area  began  work  on  July  25.  It  consisted  of  Harold  A.  Huscher  and 
a  crew  of  two  men  and  worked  primarily  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Missouri  River  in  Stanley  County,  S.  Dak.  This  survey-mapping¬ 
testing  crew  investigated  a  series  of  six  sites  along  Black  Widow 
Ridge,  3  to  6  miles  above  the  H.  P.  Thomas  site,  mapping  and  testing 
each.  They  are  sites  39ST25,  39ST50,  39ST3  (Black  Widow), 
39ST49,  39ST203,  and  39ST201.  The  Huscher  party  mapped  all  four 
sites  being  excavated  by  the  Wheeler  party,  39ST12,  39ST41,  39ST42, 
and  39ST236,  and  mapped  and  tested  three  other  sites  some  10  miles 
below  the  H.  P.  Thomas  site.  These  are  sites  39ST37,  39ST38,  and 
39ST39.  In  addition,  this  party  mapped  and  assisted  the  McNutt 
crew  in  testing  the  Pitlick  site  (39HU16)  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Missouri  River.  Huscher  was  severely  injured  in  a  fall  from  a  photo¬ 
graphic  ladder  on  August  24,  thus  terminating  the  work  of  this 
field  party  after  4  weeks  in  the  field.  Following  5 y2  weeks  in  the 
hospital  and  another  month  of  recuperation,  he  returned  to  duty  on 
October  13.  The  Wheeler  and  Huscher  parties  shared  a  joint  field 
camp  near  F ort  Bennett. 

In  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir  area  there  were  five  River  Basin  Surveys 
field  parties  at  work  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  first  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  crew  of  12  men  under  the  direction  of  William  N.  Irving 
and  included  an  assistant  trained  in  geology  to  aid  in  investigations 
of  stratigraphic  terrace  sequences  relating  to  the  geological-archeo¬ 
logical  interpretations  of  the  sites  and  their  immediate  vicinity.  This 
party  concentrated  its  efforts  on  the  excavation  of  the  early  occupa¬ 
tions  of  the  Medicine  Crow  site  (39BF2) ,  begun  last  season,  and  other 
preceramic  sites  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  These  sites  are  located 
near  Old  Fort  Thompson  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Missouri  River,  in 
or  near  the  construction  area  of  the  Big  Bend  Dam,  Buffalo  County, 
S.  Dak.  At  the  Medicine  Crow  site,  three  major  occupation  zones, 
each  containing  two  or  more  components,  are  distinguishable  on  the 
basis  of  the  vertical  distribution  of  point  types  within  a  3-  to  6- 
foot  section  of  primarily  aeolian  silt.  The  basal  section  of  a  small 
fluted  point  was  found  in  the  lowermost  occupation  zone.  From 
the  same  zone,  however,  came  points  that  resemble  those  of  the  F ren¬ 
tier  Complex,  and  others  suggesting  a  long  temporal  range  for  the 
basal  portion  of  the  deposit. 

Additional  investigations  were  made  at  two  sites,  39BF238  and 
39BF250,  that  had  not  been  recorded  previously,  and  at  the  Aiken 
site  (39BF215).  Only  at  the  latter  were  immediately  significant  re- 
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suits  obtained.  Limited  excavations  there  indicated  five  occupational 
layers  and  two  well-defined,  buried  soils.  At  least  two  ceramic  hori¬ 
zons  are  present,  in  the  upper  levels,  one  with  simple-stamped  or  plain 
pottery,  the  other  with  cord-marked  body  sherds.  Several  additional 
occupations,  in  stratigraphically  earlier  positions,  have  yielded 
neither  pottery  nor  other  diagnostic  artifacts.  The  great  depth  of 
deposit  and  the  presence  of  buried  soils  may  make  possible  a  consid¬ 
erable  refinement  in  the  stratigraphy  of  late  preceramic  remains  in 
the  Big  Bend  Reservoir  area.  Geological  investigations  carried  on 
by  Alan  II.  Coogan  in  the  area  of  the  lower  portion  of  this  reservoir 
were  intended  to  obtain  information  bearing  upon  chronology  and 
the  environmental  sequence  of  the  Medicine  Crow,  Aiken,  and  other 
early  sites  in  the  area.  The  possibilities  for  correlation  of  terrace, 
moraine,  and  other  depositional  features  appear  to  be  excellent.  The 
Irving  party  disbanded  on  September  4  and  returned  to  the  Lincoln 
headquarters  after  13  weeks  in  the  field. 

The  second  River  Basin  Surveys  party  in  the  field  in  the  Big  Bend 
Reservoir  area  was  a  crew  of  11  men  under  the  direction  of  James 
J.  F.  Deetz.  This  party  spent  the  entire  season  in  excavation  of  the 
late  (village  occupation)  components  (areas  B  and  C)  of  the  Medi¬ 
cine  Crow  site  (39BF2).  The  work  was  done  in  conjunction  with 
that  of  the  Irving  party  in  an  effort  to  provide  a  comprehensive  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  site  as  a  whole.  In  all,  16  houses  were  completely  exca¬ 
vated,  and  4  were  tested  with  varying  intensity.  Included  within  the 
houses  were  16  cache  pits.  Eleven  cache  pits  were  excavated  in  the 
interhouse  living  areas.  A  single  burial  was  recovered.  Three  well- 
defined  components  have  been  established  for  the  ceramic  period  of 
this  site  and  a  fourth,  less  adequately  outlined  component  is  proposed. 
The  Stanley  Component  (latest)  is  characterized  by  a  predominance 
of  Stanley  Braced  Rim  pottery;  circular  houses,  25  to  30  feet  in  diam¬ 
eter  with  hard,  light-colored  floors;  mortar  pits;  and  absence  of 
interior  cache  pits.  Five  domestic  and  four  specialized  house  struc¬ 
tures  are  included  in  this  component.  The  specialized  houses  were 
grouped  about  a  “plaza”  and  included  a  ceremonial  lodge,  50  feet  in 
diameter,  with  an  altar,  plastered  floor,  and  silled  entrance.  The 
Fort  Thompson  Component  resembles  that  at  the  Oacoma  site,  but 
may  be  somewhat  later.  Talking  Crow  ware  predominates.  Houses 
range  from  35  to  40  feet  in  diameter,  have  vaguely  defined  floors, 
in-floor  caches,  and  lack  mortar  pits.  Four  such  structures  were 
excavated  during  the  1958  season.  There  were  two  cases  of  superim¬ 
position,  with  Stanley  houses  above  Fort  Thompson  houses.  A  third, 
unnamed,  component  is  represented  by  a  series  of  large  bell-shaped 
cache  pits  excavated  in  area  C.  These  affiliate  most  closely  with  the 
Two  Teeth  site  (39BF204)  a  short  distance  to  the  southeast.  Talking 
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Crow  Straight  Rim  pottery  predominates.  The  fourth  component, 
occurring  in  area  A,  is  represented  by  a  house  with  an  indistinct  post 
pattern  buried  in  Stanley  and  Fort  Thompson  refuse.  The  associated 
ceramics  are  varied,  and  at  this  time  no  definite  assessment  can  be 
made  of  them. 

The  investigations  in  areas  A  and  C  at  the  Medicine  Crow  site 
represent  the  first  clear-cut  Stanley  occupation  excavated  south  of 
the  Oahe  Reservoir.  It  is  also  important  to  note  that  a  temporal  re¬ 
lationship  can  now  be  established  between  the  components  involved. 
European  trade  materials  found  in  association  with  Stanley  features 
may  be  helpful  in  providing  absolute  dates  for  the  latest  occupation. 
The  Deetz  party  terminated  fieldwork  on  August  30  after  12  weeks 
in  the  field. 

The  third  River  Basin  Surveys  party  in  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir  was 
comprised  of  a  crew  of  10  men,  under  the  leadership  of  Robert  W. 
Neuman.  This  party  excavated  or  tested  a  series  of  four  sites  in  the 
vicinity  of  Old  Fort  Thompson  and  three  sites  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Missouri  River,  in  and  adjacent  to  Good  Soldier  and  Counselor 
Creeks.  All  seven  sites  are  within  the  dam-construction  area.  The 
initial  effort  was  devoted  to  the  Akichita  site  (39BF221)  located  in 
the  Missouri  River  bottoms  adjacent  to  Old  Fort  Thompson.  The 
site  had  been  tested  during  the  1957  season,  but  although  extensive 
evidence  of  occupation  was  recovered,  no  house  structures  were  found. 
A  network  of  five  extended  test  trenches,  excavated  during  the  1958 
season,  was  equally  unsuccessful  in  locating  habitations.  Cache  pits 
were  the  only  structures  uncovered.  The  artifact  collection  is  exten¬ 
sive,  and  shows  clear  relationship  to  the  Anderson-Monroe  material 
from  the  Dodd  site  (39ST30)  near  Pierre,  S.Dak.  At  site  39BF220, 
situated  about  1  mile  west  of  the  Akichita  site,  much  of  the  occupa¬ 
tion  area  has  been  washed  into  the  river.  Two  excavation  units,  each 
30  feet  by  50  feet,  produced  only  a  limited  artifact  return.  However, 
a  number  of  pottery  types  were  recovered.  The  inventory  suggests 
that  the  site  was  occupied  by  circular-house  people. 

The  Truman  Mound  site  (39BF224) ,  also  in  the  Old  Fort.  Thompson 
area,  on  the  first  terrace  overlooking  the  river,  was  revisited  for  a 
second  season  in  order  to  excavate  the  remaining  two  of  the  six  mounds 
originally  present  there.  The  mounds,  1  to  2  feet  in  height,  50  feet 
in  diameter,  contained  two  types  of  burials:  (1)  secondary  interments 
in  shallow  circular  pits,  (2)  primary  burials  in  deep  oval  pits.  Arti¬ 
fact  material  recovered  from  the  site  suggests  Woodland  affiliation, 
but  the  conical-shaped  vessels  excavated  are  clearly  simple-stamped, 
rather  than  the  Woodland  cord-marked  type.  In  a  stratum  beneath, 
and  not  associated  with  the  mounds,  excavations  recovered  a  number 
of  stone  artifacts.  The  most  diagnostic  type  is  represented  by  a  tri- 
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angular  point  with  a  concave  base.  In  the  same  stratum  were  ovoid 
knives,  crude  scrapers,  a  long-stemmed  drill,  hand-size  cobbles,  and 
fragments  of  bison  bone.  No  pottery  was  in  association.  Site 
39BF270,  located  about  2  miles  west  of  39BF224,  consisted  of  four 
low  circular  mounds,  three  of  which  were  excavated.  The  recovered 
artifacts  compare  closely  with  those  from  the  Truman  Mound  site. 

At  site  39LM238,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Missouri  at  the  mouth 
of  Good  Soldier  Creek,  where  the  west  abutment  of  the  dam  is  to  be 
built,  a  large  “mound”  was  extensively  cross-trenched  and  a  series  of 
test  pits  were  excavated  in  an  effort  to  locate  village  remains.  The 
“mound”  proved  to  be  of  natural  origin  (165  feet  long,  90  feet  wide, 
5  feet  high)  but  capped  by  two  occupational  deposits  separated  strat- 
igraphically  by  a  stratum  of  sterile  yellow  silt.  The  upper  component 
contained  simple-stamped  pottery,  triangular  points,  scattered  post 
molds  (many  with  bone  wedges),  and  a  few  shallow  firepits.  The 
lower  component  contained  cord-paddled  pottery,  large  side-notched 
points,  shallow  basin-shaped  firepits,  and  a  large  rock-filled  hearth. 
A  small  rock  shelter  (39LM239),  located  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
upstream  from  Good  Soldier  Creek,  was  briefly  tested.  It  was 
thought  that  this  site  might  possibly  be  the  “Truteau  Cave,”  histori¬ 
cally  known  to  have  been  used  as  winter  quarters  by  the  trader  Tru¬ 
teau  in  1794.  Excavation  demonstrated  the  shelter  to  be  sterile  of 
any  cultural  material.  Site  39LM6,  a  deeply  buried,  multicomponent 
village  site  at  the  mouth  of  Counselor  Creek,  3  miles  upstream  from 
site  39LM238,  was  visited,  and  an  eroding  cache  pit  excavated.  Some 
additional  collecting  was  done,  but  no  further  excavation  was  at¬ 
tempted.  The  Neuman  party  terminated  fieldwork  on  August  22, 
after  14  weeks  in  the  field.  The  Neuman,  Irving,  and  Deez  parties 
shared  camp  facilities  near  the  Brule  Landing,  5  miles  upstream  from 
Old  Fort  Thompson. 

A  fourth  River  Basin  Surveys  field  party  in  the  Big  Bend  Reser¬ 
voir  area  consisted  of  nine  men,  directed  by  Bernard  Golden.  This 
party  conducted  excavations  at  the  Hickey  Brothers  site  (39LM4), 
located  on  the  right  (west)  side  of  the  Missouri  River,  about  7  miles 
north  of  the  Lower  Brule  Agency.  The  site  is  situated  on  the  first 
terrace  above  the  river,  just  north  of  the  constricted  neck  of  the  Little 
Bend.  The  occupation  area  is  delineated  by  a  well-preserved  fortifica¬ 
tion  ditch.  The  latter  is  “coffin  shaped”  in  plan,  with  bastions  at 
the  corners  and  in  the  intervening  runs  of  wall.  A  single  corner 
bastion  was  excavated,  exposing  a  shallow  moat  backed  by  a  pendulum 
loop  of  stockade  posts.  The  stockade  line  was  further  verified  along 
one  of  the  long  walls,  and  a  series  of  25  test  pits  was  excavated  to 
sample  the  body  of  the  site.  Four  of  the  shallow  “house”  depressions 
within  the  fortification  were  tested  by  area  excavation  and  trenching. 
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Results  were  limited.  A  relatively  constant  stratigraphy  was  re¬ 
vealed,  but  no  aboriginal  habitations  were  located  with  certainty.  At 
least  one  hearth  and  other  evidences  of  very  localized  “camp”  areas 
were  excavated,  but  artifacts  were  remarkably  scarce.  A  limited 
number  of  potsherds  (Stanley,  Thomas  Riggs)  constitute  the  most 
distinctive  material.  A  portion  of  the  site  had  been  disturbed  by 
recent  farming  activities,  but  at  best  it  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
heavily  occupied.  This  crew  terminated  fieldwork  on  August  20, 
after  10  weeks  in  the  field. 

The  fifth  River  Basin  Surveys  field  party  in  the  Big  Bend  Reser¬ 
voir  area  had  a  crew  of  14  men  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Warren 
W.  Caldwell.  Work  of  this  party  consisted  of  excavations  at  two 
sites  immediately  to  the  south  of  the  Hickey  Brothers  site,  on  the 
first  terrace  of  the  Missouri  River.  The  major  portion  of  the  season 
was  devoted  to  continuing  excavations  begun  in  the  1957  season  at 
the  Black  Partizan  site  (39LM218),  a  large  multicomponent  earth- 
lodge  village,  situated  one-fourth  mile  south  of  the  Hickey  Brothers 
site.  Four  houses  within  the  fortification  ditch  were  exposed.  In 
addition,  deep  cross  sections  of  the  moat  were  cut  at  two  places,  and 
two  extensive  midden  areas  were  sampled  by  trenching.  Several 
differing  house  patterns  were  recovered.  The  most  distinctive  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  small  (18-foot,  diameter)  square(?)  house  with  rounded 
corners,  large  intramural  cache  pits,  and  a  dearth  of  house  posts. 
Thomas  Riggs  pottery  was  characteristic.  Two  circular  houses  were 
exposed,  one  35  feet  in  diameter,  the  other  29  feet  in  diameter.  The 
larger,  containing  many  bone  and  stone-wedged  post  holes,  overlay 
a  large  rectangular  house.  Associated  cache  pits  are  probably  at¬ 
tributable  to  the  latter  structure  rather  than  to  the  former.  Braced 
rims  and  typical  Thomas  Riggs  rims  are  both  present.  The  smaller 
circular  house  was  characterized  by  an  abnormally  large  group  of 
in-floor  cache  pits.  The  pottery  sample  is  varied  and  much  of  it  may 
predate  the  house. 

The  deep  midden  debris  overlying  much  of  the  site  contained  pot¬ 
tery  rim  sherds  with  horizontal  trailed  or  incised  decoration.  Be¬ 
neath  the  midden,  a  series  of  large  cache  pits  produced  an  abundance 
of  Talking  Crow  pottery.  The  fortification  ditch  varies  from  12  to 
15  feet  in  width  and  from  4  to  6  feet  in  depth,  and  contains  both 
water-deposited  silt  and  midden  fill.  The  latter  normally  contains 
cord-marked  body  sherds  and  a  scattering  of  mammal  bone. 

At  site  39M215,  lying  between  the  Black  Partizan  and  the 
Hickey  Brothers  sites,  only  a  single  house  was  excavated.  Site 
39LM215  physically  overlaps  both  of  the  latter  sites.  The  two  houses 
dug  at  39LM218  in  1957  appear  to  be  associated  with  it.  The  single 
structure  excavated  this  year  was  characterized  by  Talking  Crow 
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pottery  and  an  abundance  of  sheet-copper  fragments.  This  party 
broke  camp  and  returned  to  the  Lincoln  headquarters  on  August  12, 
after  9  weeks  in  the  field.  The  Caldwell  and  Golden  parties  shared 
a  joint  field  camp,  situated  adjacent  to  the  sites  under  excavation. 

The  practice  of  using  joint  field  camps  of  two  or  three  parties 
each  has,  in  the  past  two  seasons,  proved  very  economical  and  efficient. 
Combining  of  activities  and  expenses  of  several  parties  and  the  con¬ 
sequent  reduction  in  total  quantity  of  field  equipment,  vehicles,  num¬ 
ber  of  cooks,  and  other  expenses  constitute  a  major  saving.  Having 
several  archeologists  in  a  single  camp  is  of  great  help  in  discussions 
pertaining  to  excavation  methods  and  general  archeological 
interpretations. 

During  the  winter  months  two  very  brief  Missouri  Basin  project 
field  parties  were  at  work  in  the  Missouri  Basin.  William  N.  Irving 
visited  the  Merritt  Reservoir  area  and  the  nearby  vicinity  in  north- 
central  Nebraska  from  December  2  through  December  7.  This  one- 
man  party  made  extensive  examinations  of  a  number  of  the  small 
Sandhills  lakes  for  possible  localities  in  which  to  collect  fossil  pollen. 
This  was  in  connection  with  building  a  master  pollen  profile  which 
will  aid  in  interpreting  the  archeological  sequences  at  sites  in  the  Big 
Bend  Reservoir  and  other  reservoir  areas  in  the  central  portion  of 
the  Missouri  Basin.  A  second  purpose  of  the  trip  was  to  determine 
whether  recent  construction  activity  in  the  Merritt  Reservoir  area  was 
endangering  any  previously  unknown  archeological,  remains.  The 
potentialities  for  collecting  fossil  pollen  looked  very  favorable,  but 
actual  collecting  had  to  await  colder  weather  when  the  lakes  would  be 
frozen  over.  No  new  archeological  material  that  would  be  disturbed 
by  work  within  the  Merritt  Reservoir  area  was  noted. 

The  second  wintertime  River  Basin  Surveys  field  party  within  the 
Missouri  Basin  consisted  of  William  N.  Irving  and  Lee  G.  Madison, 
who  were  in  the  field  from  January  19  through  the  30th.  This  party 
was  accompanied  by  Dr.  Paul  B.  Sears,  pollen  specialist  from  Yale 
University,  who  kindly  volunteered  his  services  in  order  to  assist  in 
this  important  aspect  of  the  salvage  program.  The  group  visited  the 
vicinity  of  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir  area  and  collected  an  extensive 
series  of  pond-deposit  samples  for  pollen  analysis.  Dr.  Sears  has 
kindly  agreed  to  analyze  these  samples  for  fossil  pollen,  and  in  fact 
has  already  begun  such  analyses.  At  least  one  core  sample  has  pro¬ 
vided  a  long  pollen  sequence,  and  others  look  promising.  If  a  master 
profile  can  be  established  from  these  and  other  samples,  it  will  assist 
greatly  in  identifying  the  vegetations  and  climates  of  past  ages.  By 
superimposing  the  pollen  samples  from  archeological  sites  excavated 
in  the  Big  Bend  and  other  related  reservoir  areas  upon  this  master 
pollen  profile,  climatic  and  ecological  contexts  can  be  determined  for 
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these  sites  and  the  age  of  the  sites  thus  be  correlated  with  the  climatic 
changes.  Details  of  ecology  are  thereby  added  to  the  archeological 
records  salvaged  from  the  reservoir  to  provide  a  fuller  picture  of  the 
prehistory  of  the  area. 

The  1959  summer  field  season  in  the  Missouri  Basin  began  in  the 
Big  Bend  Reservoir  area  on  June  4  with  a  single  small  crew,  en¬ 
camped  near  the  Hickey  Brothers  site  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  River  in  Lyman  Comity.  Dr.  Warren  W.  Caldwell  and  a  crew 
of  six  began  work  on  a  series  of  sites  at  and  near  the  proposed  right 
(west)  abutment  of  the  Big  Bend  Dam,  near  the  mouths  of  Good 
Soldier  Creek  and  Counselor  Creek.  On  Good  Soldier  Creek,  site 
39LM235  was  found  to  have  been  largely  destroyed  by  construction 
during  the  winter  of  several  small  boat-landing  ramps,  but  test  pits 
were  excavated  in  the  remaining  portion  of  the  site.  Very  little  ma¬ 
terial  was  recovered.  The  nearby  site,  39LM236,  was  found  to  be 
completely  inundated  by  an  unusually  high  water  level  in  the  Fort 
Randall  Reservoir  and  no  work  was  possible.  At  the  mouth  of  Coun¬ 
selor  Creek,  the  Useful  Heart  site  (39LM6)  was  extensively  trenched 
and  full-scale  excavation  of  this  earth-lodge  village  site  was  in  prog¬ 
ress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  only  other  Missouri  Basin  project  party  at  work  in  June  was 
a  team  of  physical  anthropologists  consisting  of  William  M.  Bass,  III, 
and  two  assistants.  This  team,  working  out  of  the  Lincoln  office, 
began  operations  on  June  17  at  the  Department  of  Anthropology, 
University  of  Nebraska,  making  metric  analyses  of  a  large  group  of 
human  skeletal  remains  from  several  reservoir  areas  in  the  Missouri 
Basin,  and  from  other  sites  in  the  area.  The  team  spent  5  days  on  a 
trip  to  the  University  of  Oklahoma  at  Norman  to  make  similar 
analyses,  and  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  was  back  in  Lincoln  study¬ 
ing  the  skeletal  remains  from  sites  in  the  Oahe  Reservoir  area.  This 
party  was  materially  assisted  by  a  grant-in-aid  to  Bass  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Child  Growth  and  Development  Center, 
through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Wilton  K.  Ivrogman.  This  grant  pro¬ 
vided  the  salary  for  Bass  and  one  assistant  during  June. 

Cooperating  institutions  at  work  in  the  Missouri  Basin  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  fiscal  year  included  a  party  from  the  University  of 
South  Dakota,  directed  by  Eugene  B.  Fugle,  excavating  at  the  Four 
Bears  site  (39DW2)  in  the  Oahe  Reservoir  area;  a  party  from  the 
University  of  Idaho,  directed  by  Dr.  Alfred  E.  Bowers,  excavating 
for  the  second  season  at  the  Rygh  site  (39CA4)  in  the  Oahe  Reser¬ 
voir  area;  a  joint  party  from  the  University  of  North  Dakota  and 
the  State  Historical  Society  of  North  Dakota,  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  James  H.  Howard,  excavating  at  the  Tony  Glas  site  (32EM3)  in 
the  Oahe  Reservoir  area;  a  party  from  the  University  of  Wyoming, 
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directed  by  Dr.  William  Mulloy,  excavating  at  a  series  of  sites  in  the 
Glendo  Reservoir  in  Platte  County,  Wyo. ;  and  a  party  from  the 
University  of  Missouri,  directed  by  Carl  Chapman,  in  the  Pomme  de 
Terre  Reservoir  area  of  west-central  Missouri.  At  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year  cooperating  institutions  were  :  A  party  from  the  University 
of  Kansas,  directed  by  Dr.  Carlyle  S.  Smith,  excavating  at  the 
Strieker  Village  site  (39LM1)  in  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir;  a  joint 
party  from  the  University  of  North  Dakota  and  the  State  Historical 
Society  of  North  Dakota,  directed  by  Dr.  James  H.  Howard,  excavat¬ 
ing  at  the  Huff  site  (32M011)  in  the  Oahe  Reservoir  area;  and  two 
parties  from  the  University  of  Missouri,  directed  by  Carl  F.  Chap¬ 
man,  excavating  at  a  series  of  sites  in  the  Pomme  de  Terre  Reservoir 
and  making  preliminary  surveys  in  the  Ivassinger  Bluff  Reservoir 
area  of  Avest-central  Missouri.  All  these  parties  were  operating 
through  agreements  with  the  National  Park  Service  and  were  coop¬ 
erating  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  research  program. 

During  the  time  that  the  archeologists  were  not  in  the  field,  they 
were  engaged  in  analyses  of  their  materials  and  in  laboratory  and 
library  research.  They  also  prepared  manuscripts  of  technical  scien¬ 
tific  reports  and  wrote  articles  and  papers  of  a  more  popular  nature. 

The  Missouri  Basin  Chronology  Program,  begun  by  the  staff 
archeologists  of  the  Missouri  Basin  project  in  January  1958,  con¬ 
tinued  to  function  throughout  the  current  year.  This  is  a  coopera¬ 
tive  program,  bringing  together  the  enthusiastic  support  and  wide 
range  of  experience  of  34  individuals  representing  20  research  insti¬ 
tutions  working  in  the  Missouri  Basin  area.  This  program,  directed 
toward  a  more  precise  understanding  of  time  sequences  of  the  pre¬ 
historic  cultures  represented  by  the  sites  being  excavated,  is  already 
beginning  to  be  useful  in  more  efficient  planning  of  salvage  opera¬ 
tions.  Concrete  results  are  being  realized  with  a  minimum  expendi¬ 
ture  of  time  and  funds.  The  program  includes  intensive  research 
in  dendrochronology,  and  in  this  phase  the  field  crews  have  collected 
wood  specimens  to  be  used  in  developing  two  master  charts,  one  for 
the  lower  Big  Bend  Reservior  area  and  one  for  the  lower  Oahe 
Reservior  area.  Sufficient  wood  is  now  on  hand  to  begin  preparing 
the  master  charts  into  which  archeological  wood  samples  may  later  be 
fitted.  In  addition,  plans  are  in  progress  for  the  sendees  of  a  full¬ 
time  dendrochronologist,  working  on  other  funds,  to  concentrate  his 
efforts  on  this  problem.  Research  in  radioactive  carbon-14  analyses 
is  well  underway  within  the  framework  of  the  program,  and  11  speci¬ 
mens  have  been  submitted  to  the  University  of  Michigan  Memorial- 
Phoenix  Project  Laboratory  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  II.  R.  Crane. 
Dates  have  been  returned  on  all  11,  and  a  second  series  of  specimens 
is  being  prepared  for  submission.  Pollen  samples  have  been  collected 
and  are  being  analyzed  by  Dr.  Paul  B.  Sears  of  Yale  University. 
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Others  have  already  been  analyzed  by  Mrs.  Catherine  Clisby  of 
Oberlin  College,  preparatory  to  establishing  a  fossil  pollen  sequence. 
Geologic-climatic  investigations  have  been  carried  out  by  Alan  H. 
Coogan,  who  was  employed  for  the  purpose  by  the  River  Basin  Sur¬ 
veys.  He  worked  in  collaboration  with  William  N.  Irving  in  the 
lower  Big  Bend  Reservior  area.  Other  less  specific  researches  are  in 
progress  to  bring  all  possible  chronology  techniques  to  bear  on  this 
one  basic  framework  for  Missouri  Basin  chronology. 

The  laboratory  and  office  staff  devoted  its  full  time  during  the 
year  to  processing  specimen  materials  for  study,  photographing  speci¬ 
mens,  preparing  specimen  records,  and  typing  and  filing  of  records 
and  manuscript  materials.  The  accomplishments  of  the  laboratory 
and  office  staff  are  listed  in  the  following  tables : 


Table  1. — Specimens  processed  July  1,  1958,  through  June  SO,  1959 


Reservoir 

Number  of  sites 

Catalog  numbers 
assigned 

N umber  of  speci¬ 
mens  processed 

Big  Bend 

50 

9,  254 

71,  281 

Dardanelle  1 

13 

1,  975 

4,  461 

Fort  Randall 

4 

21 

512 

Glendo 

2 

10 

48 

Lewis  and  Clark 

1 

7 

158 

Oahe  _ 

25 

8,  668 

80,  311 

Sites  not  in  reservoirs 

3 

48 

194 

98 

19,  983 

156,  965 

Collections  not  assigned  site  numbers. 

5 

17 

83 

103 

20,  000 

157,  048 

In  the  Arkansas  Basin. 


Table  2. — Record  materials  processed  July  1,  1958,  through  June  30,  1959 


Reflex  copies  of  records _  8,  968 

Photographic  negatives  made _ _ _  2,  792 

Photographic  prints  made _ 11,  888 

Photographic  prints  mounted  and  filed _  5,  566 

Plate  layouts  made  for  manuscripts _  71 

Transparencies  mounted  in  glass _  1, 108 

Cartographic  tracings  and  revisions _  72 

Color  pictures  taken  in  lab _  434 

Artifacts  drawn _  66 

Lettering  of  plates _  75 

Profiles  drawn _  45 


It  is  of  especial  interest  to  note  that  on  J anuary  22  the  one-millionth 
specimen  was  processed  by  the  Missouri  Basin  project  laboratory.  As 
of  June  30,  the  Missouri  Basin  project  had  cataloged,  in  13  years  of 


30 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  ETHNOLOGY 


operation,  a  grand  total  of  1,074,418  specimens  from  1,795  numbered 
sites  and  54  collections  not  assigned  site  numbers,  in  92  reservoir  areas 
within  the  Missouri  Basin.  During  the  current  fiscal  year,  7  pottery 
vessels,  23  pottery  vessel  sections,  and  1  stoneware  bowl  were  restored, 
and  154  non  vessel  artifacts  were  repaired.  Archeological  specimens 
from  3  sites  in  2  reservoirs  were  transferred  to  the  division  of  archeol¬ 
ogy,  U.S.  National  Museum,  and  human  skeletal  remains  from  26 
sites  in  8  reservoirs  were  transferred  to  the  division  of  physical  an¬ 
thropology,  U.S.  National  Museum.  Archeological  specimens 
(mostly  trade  goods)  from  three  sites  in  one  reservoir  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Region  Two  Office,  National  Park  Service,  for  display 
at  the  Jefferson  National  Westward  Expansion  Memorial  Museum  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  The  Missouri  Basin  project  received,  by  transfer, 
from  the  University  of  Kansas,  through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Carlyle 
S.  Smith,  sample  rim  sherds  of  the  Campbell  Creek  Indented  type 
from  the  Talking  Crow  site  (39BF3),  and  sample  rim  sherds  of  three 
varieties  of  the  Cadotte  Collared  type  from  the  Two  Teeth  site 
(39BF204).  These  specimens  have  been  added  to  the  Missouri  Basin 
project  comparative  collections. 

On  July  26-27,  archeologists  of  the  staff  of  the  Missouri  Basin 
project  joined  with  archeologists  of  the  National  Park  Service  and 
of  State  agencies  at  work  within  the  Missouri  Basin  in  a  roundtable 
field  conference  in  Pierre,  S.  Dak.  This  session,  called  the  1514th 
Plains  Conference,  was  devoted  to  basic  technical  problems  arising 
from  the  current  field  activities,  and  such  conferences  are  to  become 
a  regular  feature  each  summer.  During  the  Thanksgiving  weekend, 
members  of  the  staff  participated  in  the  16th  Plains  Conference  for 
Archeology,  held  in  Lincoln.  On  April  17,  members  of  the  staff 
participated  in  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Nebraska  Academy  of 
Sciences,  also  held  in  Lincoln.  On  April  30  and  May  1  and  2,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  staff  attended  and  participated  in  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society  for  American  Archaeology,  held  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Dr.  Robert  L.  Stephenson,  chief,  when  not  in  charge  of  field 
parties,  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  managing  the  office  and  labora¬ 
tory  in  Lincoln  and  preparing  plans  and  budgets  for  the  1959  summer 
field  season.  He  spent  a  portion  of  his  time  working  on  a  summary 
report  of  the  Missouri  Basin  Salvage  Program  for  the  calendar  years 
1952-58  and  on  the  preparation  of  a  manuscript  reporting  the  “Arche¬ 
ological  Investigations  in  the  Whitney  Reservoir,  Texas.”  He  com¬ 
pletely  revised  and  submitted  a  manuscript,  “Excavations  at  Pueblo 
Pardo,  New  Mexico,”  which  he  had  prepared  in  collaboration  with 
Joseph  H.  Toulouse,  Jr.,  in  1941,  for  publication  as  a  monograph  of 
the  School  of  American  Research,  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.  He  prepared 
and  submitted  for  publication  by  the  Alice  Ferguson  Foundation  of 
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Washington,  D.C.,  a  popular  manuscript,  “Prehistoric  Peoples  of 
Accokeek  Creek.”  Throughout  the  year  he  served  as  chairman  of 
the  Missouri  Basin  Chronology  Program.  A  photographic  booklet, 
“The  Inter-Agency  Archaeological  Salvage  Program  after  Twelve 
Years,”  prepared  by  him  at  the  end  of  last  fiscal  year,  was  published 
in  September.  In  July  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  1514th  Plains 
Conference  held  in  Pierre,  S.  Dak.  During  the  Thanksgiving  week¬ 
end  he  attended  and  participated  in  the  16th  Plains  Conference  for 
Archeology,  serving  as  chairman  for  the  half-day  session  on  “Arche- 
ology  of  the  Southern  Plains,”  and  presenting  a  paper  on  “The  Sully 
Site”  at  another  session.  In  January  he  attended  and  participated 
in  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  Recovery  of  Archaeo¬ 
logical  Remains,  held  in  Washington,  D.C.  In  April  he  attended 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Nebraska  Academy  of  Sciences,  presenting 
a  paper  on  “Administration  in  Anthropology”  which  was  published 
in  abstract  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Nebraska  Academy  of  Sciences. 
On  April  30  and  May  1-2,  he  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society  for  American  Archaeology  and  presented  two  papers,  “River 
Basin  Salvage  Problems  Today”  and  “The  Missouri  Basin  Chronology 
Program,”  both  of  which  were  published  in  abstract  in  Abstracts  of 
Papers  of  the  24th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  American 
Archaeology.  During  the  year  he  gave  eight  talks  on  various 
aspects  of  Missouri  Basin  Salvage  Archeology  at  five  local  organi¬ 
zations’  regular  meetings. 

Dr.  Warren  W.  Caldwell,  archeologist,  during  the  fall  and  winter 
months  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  analyses  of  specimen  materials 
recovered  from  sites  he  had  excavated  in  the  Dardanelle  and  Big 
Bend  Reservoirs  during  the  previous  year.  He  completed  all  plates, 
figures,  and  manuscript  text  for  the  final  report,  “Archeological  In¬ 
vestigations  in  the  Dardanelle  Reservoir  of  West-Central  Arkansas.” 
He  prepared  a  brief  technical  report  on  “Firearms  and  Related 
Artifacts  from  Fort  Atkinson,  Nebraska”  and  another  entitled 
“Comments  on  the  ‘English  Pattern’  Trade  Rifles,”  both  for  publica¬ 
tion  in  the  Missouri  Archaeologist.  He  prepared  a  manuscript,  pic¬ 
tures,  and  captions  for  a  photographic  booklet  entitled  “Gavins 
Point  Dam  and  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Lake”  for  publication  by  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  U.S.  Department  of  the  Army;  and  submitted 
for  publication  in  the  Tree-Ring  Journal ,  an  article  entitled  “Den¬ 
drochronology  and  the  Missouri  Basin  Chronology  Program.”  He 
prepared  a  statement  on  “Plains  Archeology  and  the  Salvage  Pro¬ 
gram”  for  publication  in  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  I  earbook. 
In  addition,  he  prepared  several  mimeographed  statements  for  dis¬ 
tribution  from  the  Missouri  Basin  project  office,  including  Report 
No.  3,  Missouri  Basin  Project  and  Cooperating  Institutions,”  and 
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“Statement  No.  2,  The  Missouri  Basin  Chronology  Program.”  His 
article  “The  Smithsonian  Institution  in  Arkansas,”  prepared  late 
last  year,  was  published  in  the  Ozark  Mountaineer  for  July  1958  .  He 
prepared  a  book  review  of  “Frontier  Steel”  by  Arthur  Rosebush, 
that  was  published  in  Nebraska  History  for  March  1959.  In  July 
he  attended  and  participated  in  the  1514th  Plains  Conference,  held 
in  Pierre,  S.  Dak.  In  November  he  attended  the  16th  Plains  Con¬ 
ference  for  Archeology  and  served  as  chairman  for  the  half-day 
session  on  “The  Chronology  Program”  and  presented  a  paper  on 
“The  Black  Partizan  Site”  at  another  session.  In  April  he  served 
as  the  general  chairman  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  anthropology 
section  of  the  Nebraska  Academy  of  Sciences,  held  in  Lincoln,  Nebr., 
and  presented  a  paper  entitled  “Northwest  Coast  Archeology :  An 
Interpretation,”  which  was  published  in  abstract  in  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Nebraska  Academy  of  Sciences.  During  the  year  he  served 
as  chairman  of  the  dendrochronology  section  of  the  Chronology 
Program  and  gave  a  talk  to  the  North  Omaha  Kiwanis  Club  on 
“The  Missouri  Basin  Salvage  Program.” 

Harold  A.  Huscher  in  July  participated  in  the  151/^th  Plains 
Conference  in  Pierre,  S.  Dak.,  and  in  November  attended  the  16th 
Plains  Conference  for  Archeology,  where  he  served  as  chairman  for 
the  half-day  session  on  “Field  Reports”  and  presented  two  papers 
entitled  “Mapping  in  the  Fort  Bennett  Area”  and  “Chronologies 
from  Ceramic  Analysis.”  His  other  activities  have  been  reported 
in  a  preceding  section. 

William  M.  Bass,  III,  temporary  physical  anthropologist,  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  15y2th  Plains  Conference  in  July  and  after  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  fieldwork,  left  the  staff  on  September  2.  During  the  spring 
months  he  devoted  much  of  his  own  time  to  detailed  metric  analyses 
of  the  human  skeletal  remains  excavated  in  the  Oahe  and  other 
Missouri  Basin  reservoirs.  On  June  IT  he  returned  to  Lincoln  to 
serve  as  party  chief  for  the  mobile  physical  anthropology  team 
working  in  the  general  Missouri  Basin  area. 

William  N.  Irving,  archeologist,  when  not  in  the  field  directing 
excavations,  was  in  the  Lincoln  office  analyzing  materials  he  exca¬ 
vated  during  the  previous  two  summers,  particularly  in  regard  to 
the  Medicine  Crow  site  (39BF2)  and  the  Aiken  site  (39BF215). 
In  July  he  attended  and  participated  in  the  151/^th  Plains  Con¬ 
ference  at  Pierre,  S.  Dak.  On  November  27-28  he  attended  the  16th 
Plains  Conference  for  Archeology  and  presented  two  papers,  “Pre- 
Ceramic  Sites  in  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir”  and  “Pre-Ceramic 
Chronology  in  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir.”  In  collaboration  with  Alan 
II.  Coogan,  he  prepared  a  manuscript  on  “Late  Pleistocene  and  Re¬ 
cent  Missouri  River  Terraces  in  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir,  South 
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Dakota”  to  be  published  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Iowa  Academy  of 
Sciences.  He  was  on  leave  without  pay  from  February  9  to  April 
24,  to  complete  work  on  a  report  on  Arctic  research  previously  done 
for  Harvard  University.  On  April  30  and  May  1-2,  he  attended 
the  annual  meetings  of  the  Society  for  American  Archaeology.  He 
served  throughout  the  year  as  chairman  of  the  geologic-climatic 
section  of  the  Chronology  Program.  At  the  end  of  the  year  he  was 
in  the  Lincoln  office,  continuing  work  on  his  report  on  investigations 
at  the  Medicine  Crow  and  related  sites. 

James  J.  F.  Deetz,  temporary  archeologist,  participated  in  the 
1 514th  Plains  Conference  held  in  July.  He  completed  his  fieldwork 
on  September  5  and  terminated  his  employment  at  that  time.  He 
spent  a  portion  of  his  own  time  during  the  winter  and  spring 
months  analyzing  materials  from,  and  preparing  a  report  on,  the 
ceramic  components  of  the  Medicine  Crow  site  (39BF2). 

Alan  H.  Coogan,  temporary  field  assistant,  participated  in  the 
1514th  Plains  Conference  held  in  July.  He  completed  his  fieldwork 
and  terminated  his  employment  on  August  29.  In  November  he 
participated  in  the  16th  Plains  Conference  for  Archeology  held  in 
Lincoln,  Nebr.,  presenting  a  paper  entitled  “The  Physical  Basis  for 
Chronology  in  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir.”  During  the  fall  and  winter 
months,  on  his  own  time,  he  prepared  the  report  in  collaboration 
with  William  N.  Irving  for  publication  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Iowa  Academy  of  Sciences. 

Bernard  Golden,  temporary  archeologist,  completed  his  fieldwork 
and  left  the  project  on  September  12.  During  the  winter  and  spring 
months  he  devoted  a  portion  of  his  own  time  to  preparation  of  the 
first  draft  of  a  report  on  his  1958  excavations  entitled  “Excavations 
at  the  Hickey  Brothers  Site  (39LM4),  Big  Bend  Reservoir,”  which 
he  submitted  for  review  early  in  June.  In  July  he  participated  in 
the  1514th  Plains  Conference  held  in  Pierre. 

Charles  H.  McNutt,  archeologist,  attended  the  1514th  Plains  Con¬ 
ference  in  July.  When  not  in  the  field  conducting  excavations,  he 
devoted  most  of  his  time  to  analyses  of  materials  he  had  excavated 
over  the  past  2  years  and  to  preparation  of  reports.  He  served 
throughout  the  year  as  chairman  of  the  carbon-14  section  of  the 
Chronology  Program.  On  temporary-detached  duty  to  the  National 
Park  Service  from  September  23  to  November  15,  for  excavations 
at  Fort  Laramie  National  Monument,  he  completed  a  report  on  that 
work  entitled  “Excavations  at  Old  Bedlam,  Fort  Laramie  National 
Monument,  48G01,  Wyoming,  1958.”  During  the  Thanksgiving  week¬ 
end  he  participated  in  the  16th  Plains  Conference  for  Arche¬ 
ology,  held  in  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  and  presented  papers  reporting 
on  “Excavations  in  Fielder  Bottom  Area,  Oahe  Reservoir,”  “Exca- 
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vations  at  Fort  Laramie  National  Monument,”  and  “Radiocarbon 
Dating  in  the  Missouri  Basin  Chronology  Program.”  In  April 
he  prepared  a  paper  for  the  Nebraska  Academy  of  Sciences, 
entitled  “Comments  on  Two  Northern  Plains  Pottery  Wares,” 
published  in  abstract  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Academy. 
From  April  7  to  June  14  he  was  on  leave  without  pay  to  complete  his 
doctoral  dissertation,  which  was  submitted  to  the  University  of 
Michigan  on  June  29.  On  April  30  and  May  1-2,  he  participated 
in  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Society  for  American  Archaeology, 
held  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  and  presented  a  paper  entitled  “Can 
Paraffin  Be  Removed  from  Charcoal  Samples?”  in  collaboration  with 
Dr.  John  L.  Champe  of  the  University  of  Nebraska.  It  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  abstract  in  the  Abstracts  of  Papers  of  the  24th  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Society  for  American  Archaeology.  During  the  year 
he  also  continued  work  on  a  manuscript  on  ceramic  taxonomy  of 
the  South  Dakota  area  and  presented  two  slide  talks  to  local  civic 
groups  concerning  River  Basin  Salvage  Archeology.  He  also  wrote 
an  article,  “Bibliography  of  Primary  Sources  for  Radiocarbon  Dates,” 
in  collaboration  with  Richard  P.  Wheeler,  which  was  published  in 
American  Antiquity ,  volume  24,  No.  3.  At  the  end  of  the  year  he  was 
preparing  to  begin  fieldwork  in  the  Oahe  Reservoir  area  early  in  the 
next  fiscal  year. 

Robert  W.  Neuman,  archeologist,  in  July  participated  in  the  15y2th. 
Plains  Conference  held  in  Pierre.  During  the  time  he  was  not  in 
the  field  conducting  excavations  he  spent  a  large  portion  of  his  time 
in  analyzing  materials  and  preparing  reports  of  excavations  con¬ 
ducted  the  previous  two  summers.  September  29-October  3  he  made 
a  trip  in  company  with  Harry  E.  Weakly,  who  kindly  contributed 
his  time,  to  the  Big  Bend  and  Oahe  Reservoir  areas  to  collect  dendro- 
chronological  specimens.  On  November  27-28  he  participated  in  the 
16th  Plains  Conference  for  Archeology,  presenting  a  paper  on  “Arche¬ 
ological  Investigations  in  the  Fort  Thompson  Area.”  From  Decem¬ 
ber  4  to  21  he  was  on  temporary-detached  duty  with  the  National 
Park  Service  to  conduct  excavations  at  George  Washington  Carver 
National  Monument.  He  submitted  a  final  report  on  that  work 
early  in  January.  He  prepared  a  report  on  “Representative  Quill 
Flatteners  from  the  Central  United  States,”  which  was  read  in 
absentia  at  the  Nebraska  Academy  of  Sciences  meeting  in  Lincoln 
on  April  17,  and  which  was  published  in  abstract  in  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Academy.  From  February  9  to  June  29  he  was  transferred 
to  the  River  Basin  Surveys  outside  the  Missouri  Basin  for  work 
in  the  Chattahoochee  River  Basin.  His  activities  there  have  been 
described  in  previous  pages.  At  the  end  of  the  year  he  was  back 
in  the  Lincoln  office  working  on  a  report,  nearing  completion,  on 
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excavations  in  a  series  of  mound  sites  in  the  Big  Bend  Reservoir 
area. 

G.  Hubert  Smith,  archeologist,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year 
was  on  temporary-detached  duty  with  the  National  Park  Service, 
conducting  excavations  at  Fort  McHenry  National  Monument,  in 
Baltimore,  Md.  He  submitted  a  report  on  his  findings  in  September. 
On  October  1  he  returned  to  duty  with  the  Missouri  Basin  project 
and  spent  the  period  from  then  until  February  9  compiling  a  com¬ 
prehensive  report  on  several  seasons’  work  at  Site  32ML2,  Forts 
Berthold  I  and  II,  and  Like-a-Fishhook  Village.  This  report  will 
combine  the  findings  of  five  archeologists  during  four  seasons  of 
work  at  this  site  in  the  Garrison  Reservoir  of  North  Dakota.  In  addi¬ 
tion  there  will  be  an  ethnohistoric  account  of  the  site.  In  February 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Chattahoochee  Basin  project  where  he 
remained  until  June  17,  when  he  again  returned  to  the  Missouri  Basin 
project.  In  November  he  attended  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  Ethnohistorical  Conference  and  the  American  Anthropo¬ 
logical  Association,  held  in  Washington,  D.C.  At  a  symposium  of 
the  latter  group  he  contributed  a  paper  on  “Interpretive  Values  of 
Archeological  Evidence  in  Historical  Research.”  During  the  year 
he  had  a  previously  written  article  entitled  “Great  Carrying  Place” 
published  in  the  Naturalist ,  a  quarterly  publication  of  the  Natural 
History  Society  of  Minnesota.  He  prepared  reviews  of  “The  Indians 
of  Quetico,”  by  Emerson  S.  Coatsworth,  for  publication  in  the  fall 
1958  issue  of  Ethnohistory ,  and  of  “New  Light  on  Old  Fort  Snel- 
ling,”  by  John  M.  Callender,  for  publication  in  a  future  issue  of 
Nebraska  History.  He  also  prepared  a  brief  article  describing 
the  work  at  Fort  McHenry  and  submitted  it  for  publication  in  the 
Maryland  Historical  Magazine.  At  the  end  of  the  year  he  was  again 
at  work  on  the  comprehensive  report  on  Site  39ML2,  Forts  Berthold 
I  and  II,  and  Like-a-Fishhook  Village. 

Richard  P.  Wheeler,  archeologist,  when  he  was  not  in  the  field, 
devoted  his  time  to  analyses  of  materials  and  preparation  of  reports 
on  sites  excavated  by  him  in  past  years.  He  completed  the  final  draft 
of  his  manuscript,  “The  Stutsman  Focus:  An  Aboriginal  Culture 
Complex  in  the  Jamestown  Reservoir  Area,  North  Dakota.”  He 
also  completed  the  major  portion  of  a  draft  of  a  manuscript  entitled 
“Mounds  and  Earthworks  in  the  Jamestown  Reservoir  Area  of  North 
Dakota”  and  of  another  entitled  “Three  Stratified  Occupation  Sites 
in  the  Oahe  Dam  and  Reservoir  Area,  South  Dakota.”  In  July  he 
participated  in  the  1514th  Plains  Conference  held  in  Pierre,  and  in 
November  attended  the  16th  Plains  Conference  for  Archeology,  held 
in  Lincoln,  presenting  papers  on  “Investigations  near  Old  Fort  Ben¬ 
nett,  Oahe  Reservoir”  and  “Dendrochronology  in  the  Central  North- 
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ern  Plains,”  the  latter  in  collaboration  with  Harry  E.  Weakly.  In 
April  he  presented  a  paper  at  the  Nebraska  Academy  of  Sciences 
meeting  entitled  “Comments  on  ‘Method  and  Theory  in  American  Ar¬ 
cheology,’  ”  which  was  published  in  abstract  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Academy.  On  April  30  and  May  1-2,  he  participated  in  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  Society  for  American  Archaeology  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  and  presented  a  paper  entitled  “The  Middle  Prehistoric  Period 
in  the  Central  Plains,”  which  was  published  in  abstract  in  the  Ab¬ 
stracts  of  Papers  of  the  24th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  for 
American  Archaeology.  During  the  year  he  collaborated  with 
Charles  H.  McNutt,  as  previously  mentioned,  in  an  article  that  was 
published  in  American  Antiquity.  On  May  30  he  terminated  his  em¬ 
ployment  with  the  Missouri  Basin  project  and  transferred  to  the 
National  Park  Service,  joining  the  Wetherill  Mesa  project  at  Mesa 
Verde  National  Park. 

COOPERATING  INSTITUTIONS 

A  number  of  institutions  and  agencies  cooperated  in  the  Inter- 
Agency  Salvage  Program  in  several  areas  throughout  the  United 
States.  In  addition  to  those  previously  mentioned  in  the  sections  on 
the  Missouri  Basin  and  the  State  of  Kansas,  there  were  19  working 
under  agreements  with  the  National  Park  Service.  The  University  of 
Georgia  continued  its  investigations  at  the  Hartwell  Reservoir  on  the 
Tugaloo  River  and  conducted  excavations  in  the  Oliver  and  Walter  F. 
George  projects  on  the  Chattahoochee  River.  The  University  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  made  surveys  and  did  some  digging  in  the  Barkley  Reservoir 
area  on  the  Cumberland  River  and  the  Nolin  Reservoir  Basin  on  the 
Nolin  River.  The  New  Jersey  Museum  did  salvage  work  on  Tock’s 
Island,  N.J.  The  University  of  Michigan  carried  on  investigations 
along  the  Saginaw  River  in  Michigan.  The  State  University  of  Iowa 
did  survey  and  test  digging  at  the  Rathbun  project  on  the  Chariton 
River  in  Iowa.  The  University  of  Oklahoma  did  some  further  work 
at  Fort  Gibson  on  the  Grand  River  and  at  the  Oolagah  Reservoir  on  the 
Verdigris  River.  The  University  of  Texas  continued  its  operations  in 
the  Ferrell’s  Bridge  area  on  Cypress  Creek  in  eastern  Texas  and  in 
the  Diablo  Reservoir  region  along  the  Rio  Grande.  Texas  Western 
University  also  worked  in  the  Diablo  district.  The  School  of  American 
Research  continued  its  studies  in  the  Navaho  Reservoir  area  along  the 
San  Juan  River  in  northern  New  Mexico.  The  University  of  Utah 
and  the  Museum  of  Northern  Arizona  completed  surveys  in  the  Glen 
Canyon  Reservoir  area  on  the  Upper  Colorado  River  and  started  a 
series  of  excavations  in  a  number  of  sites.  The  University  of  Utah 
completed  its  investigation  of  the  Flaming  Gorge  project,  also  on  the 
Upper  Colorado.  The  University  of  Arizona  conducted  investigations 
along  the  Gila  River  above  the  Painted  Rocks  Reservoir  area.  In 
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California  the  University  of  Southern  California  completed  a  series  of 
investigations  at  the  Casitas  Reservoir  on  Coyote  Creek.  The  Univer¬ 
sity  of  California  at  Los  Angeles  excavated  a  site  in  the  Terminus 
Reservoir  area  on  the  Kaweah  River.  The  University  of  California 
at  Berkeley  completed  its  excavations  in  the  Trinity  Reservoir  Basin 
on  the  Trinity  River,  and  San  Francisco  State  College  made  studies 
at  the  Whiskey  town  project  on  the  Upper  Sacramento  River.  The 
University  of  Oregon  continued  operations  in  the  John  Day  Reservoir 
in  the  Columbia  River.  The  University  of  Washington  completed  its 
investigations  in  the  Priest  Rapids  Reservoir  area,  also  in  the  Columbia 
River,  and  the  State  College  of  Washington  continued  its  excavations 
in  the  Ice  Harbor  Reservoir  area  on  the  Snake  River.  A  number  of 
local  groups  and  institutions  continued  to  assist  on  a  voluntary  basis. 
These  mainly  were  in  New  York  State,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Tennessee,  and 
southern  California. 


ARCHIVES  OF  ETHNOLOGY 

The  Bureau  archives  continued  during  the  year  under  the  custody 
of  Mrs.  Margaret  C.  Blaker.  On  June  8  Nicholas  S.  Hopkins  entered 
on  duty  as  a  summer  intern  to  assist  in  arranging  and  describing 
manuscript  collections,  and  on  June  15  Winfield  II.  Arneson,  sum¬ 
mer  intern,  entered  on  duty  to  assist  with  photographic  collections. 

The  use  of  the  manuscript  collections  by  anthropologists  and  his¬ 
torical  researchers  continues  to  increase.  Approximately  329  manu¬ 
scripts  were  consulted  by  92  visitors  to  the  archives,  and  an  equal 
number  were  consulted  by  the  archivist  in  preparing  replies  to  87  mail 
inquiries  concerning  the  nature  and  extent  of  manuscript  information 
on  specific  topics  or  tribes.  There  were  22  purchase  orders  for  a  total 
of  2,897  pages  of  manuscript  reproductions.  In  the  course  of  exami¬ 
nation,  new  and  more  detailed  descriptions  of  about  50  manuscripts 
were  prepared  for  the  catalog,  and  a  number  of  descriptive  lists  of 
manuscripts  were  prepared  for  distribution. 

An  anonymous  English- Arikara  vocabulary  in  a  homemade  note¬ 
book  of  48  pages,  thought  to  have  been  recorded  ca.  1809-74  by  an 
associate  or  acquaintance  of  Washington  Matthews,  was  donated  by 
Dr.  John  A.  Pope  of  Washington,  D.C. 

Scholars,  publishers,  and  the  general  public  have  continued  to  draw 
heavily  on  the  photographic  collections  of  the  Bureau  as  a  source  of 
illustration  and  documentation.  There  wTere  a  total  of  504  written 
inquiries,  purchase  orders,  and  personal  inquiries  concerning  photo¬ 
graphs,  and  1,208  prints  were  distributed  through  purchase,  gift,  or 
exchange.  As  in  previous  years,  a  number  of  lists  describing  photo¬ 
graphs  in  the  Bureau's  collection  were  prepared  for  distribution. 
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One  hundred  such  lists  relating  to  specific  tribes  and  subjects  are  now 
available. 

The  Bureau  has  been  fortunate  in  receiving  the  cooperation  of 
several  collectors  of  photographs  that  have  ethnological  and  histori¬ 
cal  value.  Some  of  the  collectors  lent  their  pictures  for  copying, 
while  others  gave  their  prints  to  the  Bureau,  thus  insuring  their  pres¬ 
ervation  and  making  them  available  to  students. 

An  important  collection  of  over  115  negatives  of  Seminole  Indians 
made  by  Charles  Barney  Cory,  Sr.,  in  Florida  in  the  period  1877-95 
was  lent  by  Mrs.  Zelma  Carolyn  Cory  of  Homewood,  Ill.,  and 
Charles  Barney  Cory  of  Madison,  Ill.,  through  Alan  R.  Sawyer  of  the 
Art  Institute  of  Chicago.  Enlarged  prints  from  these  negatives  are 
on  file  for  reference  at  the  Bureau.  In  addition,  a  group  of  28  origi¬ 
nal  and  postcard  prints  by  various  photographers,  collected  by 
Charles  Barney  Cory  in  Florida  and  in  the  West,  and  relating  to  the 
Seminole,  Shoshoni,  Bannock,  Paiute,  Dakota,  and  other  western 
tribes,  was  lent  by  Mr.  Sawyer  for  copying. 

A  collection  of  65  photographs  of  Seminole  Indians,  made  by  Wil¬ 
liam  D.  Boehmer,  Dwight  R.  Gardin,  and  others,  was  lent  for  copying 
by  William  D.  Boehmer,  educational  field  agent,  Seminole  Indian 
Agency,  Okeechobee,  Fla. 

A  series  of  21  negatives,  prints,  and  postcard  reproductions  relating 
to  the  Seminole  Indians,  made  and  collected  by  the  photographer, 
C.  N.  Dutton,  in  the  first  decade  of  the  20th  century,  was  lent  for 
copying  by  Louis  Capron,  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  together  with  4 
Seminole  photographs  made  by  Capron  in  the  1930’s. 

A  collection  of  115  prints  of  Indians  of  the  Dakota,  Chippewa, 
Winnebago,  Paiute,  Crow,  Apache,  and  other  tribes,  made  by  com¬ 
mercial  photographers  in  the  latter  half  of  the  19th  century,  was 
donated  by  G.  Hubert  Smith  of  Lincoln,  Nebr.  In  addition,  several 
early  stereographs  of  Minnesota  Indian  subjects  were  lent  by  him  for 
copying. 

A  microfilm  of  the  South  Dakota  Historical  Society’s  collection  of 
about  400  photographic  prints  relating  to  Western  Indian  history  and 
Indian  wars,  along  with  a  transcript  of  the  accompanying  caption 
material,  was  made  available  to  the  Bureau,  through  the  courtesy  of 
James  Tubbesing  of  Winchester,  Va.,  who  made  the  film.  A  ref¬ 
erence  set  of  enlarged  prints  has  been  made  of  about  130  subjects  se¬ 
lected  from  the  series  because  they  supplement  or  document  photo¬ 
graphs  already  in  the  Bureau’s  collections. 

A  series  of  commercial  photographs,  including  17  by  H.  Bueh- 
mann,  Tucson,  Arizona  Territory,  relating  to  the  Apache  Indians, 
and  9  by  J.  N.  Choate,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  showing  students  at  the  Indian 
School  at  Carlisle,  was  received  by  transfer  from  the  Department  of 
Civil  History,  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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A  group  of  commercial  photographs  of  Indians — including  six  out¬ 
door  scenes  made  by  F.  A.  Rinehart  in  1900,  relating  to  the  Crow  In¬ 
dians  and  showing  details  of  costume  and  horse  gear — was  received 
as  a  gift  from  Henry  G.  K.  Tyrell  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  memory  of 
his  father,  Henry  Grattan  Tyrell. 

A  reference  set  of  18  photographs  of  drawings  by  Charles-Alex- 
andre  Lesueur,  showing  Indians  and  archeological  sites  sketched  by 
Lesueur  in  the  lower  Mississippi  Valley  in  the  period  1816-37,  was 
purchased  from  the  studio  of  Victor  Genetier  in  Paris.  The  original 
drawings  are  owned  by  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Havre, 
France. 

Six  portraits  of  the  Creek  chief  Pleasant  Porter,  made  at  various 
dates  from  1872  to  1905  and  assembled  by  Ralph  W.  Goodwin  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  while  writing  a  biography  of  the  chief,  were  lent 
by  Mr.  Goodwin  for  copying.  He  also  provided  biographical  and 
other  background  information  on  several  photographs  of  Creek  In¬ 
dians  in  the  Bureau  collections. 

While  examining  the  collections  of  Pawnee  photographs  at  the 
Bureau,  Stephen  G.  Gover  of  Weatherford,  Okla.,  a  member  of  the 
Pawnee  tribe,  supplied  notes  on  a  number  of  the  photographs,  in¬ 
cluding  pronunciations  and  translations  of  personal  names.  Mr. 
Gover  also  lent  for  copying  a  photograph  of  the  Pawnee  chief, 
Crooked  Hand,  and  another  of  Dog  Chief,  son  of  Crooked  Hand. 

With  the  assistance  of  Cheyenne  informants,  Mrs.  Margot  Liberty 
of  Birney,  Mont.,  provided  identifications  and  biographical  notes  for 
a  number  of  portraits  of  Cheyenne  Indians  in  the  Bureau  collections. 
Father  Peter  Powell  of  Chicago,  Ill.,  also  furnished  notes  of  this 
kind. 

The  extensive  collection  of  photographs  of  North  American  In¬ 
dians  transferred  to  the  Bureau  from  the  Library  of  Congress  last 
year  has  been  sorted  and  arranged  by  tribe  or  area,  and  is  now  avail¬ 
able  for  reference. 

ILLUSTRATIONS 

E.  G.  Schumacher,  staff  artist,  prepared  original  illustrations  and 
examined  and  approved  or  redrew  other  illustrations  for  the  various 
Bureau  publications  that  were  being  edited  for  printing.  Among  the 
subjects  worked  on  during  the  year  were  Kansas  archeology  and 
archeological  investigations  in  British  Guiana,  Mohave  ethnopsychia- 
try  and  suicide,  historic  sites  archeology  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  and 
historic  trading  posts  in  North  and  South  Dakota.  In  addition,  a 
variety  of  scientific  and  technical  art  work  was  completed  for  other 
branches  of  the  Institution. 
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EDITORIAL  WORK  AND  PUBLICATIONS 

The  Bureau’s  editorial  work  continued  during  the  year  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  Mrs.  Eloise  B.  Edelen.  There  were  issued 
one  annual  report  and  four  bulletins,  as  follows : 

Seventy-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology,  1957-1958. 
ii+36  pp.,  5  pis.  1959. 

Bulletin  168.  The  Native  Brotherhoods:  Modern  intertribal  organizations  on 
the  Northwest  coast,  by  Philip  Drucker.  iv+194  pp.  1958. 

Bulletin  169.  River  Basin  Surveys  Papers  Nos.  9-14,  Frank  H.  H.  Roberts,  Jr., 
editor,  ix-f  392  pp.,  73  pis.,  13  figs.,  9  maps.  1958. 

No.  9.  Archeological  investigations  in  the  Heart  Butte  Reservoir  area,  North 
Dakota,  by  Paul  L.  Cooper. 

No.  10.  Archeological  investigations  at  the  Tuttle  Creek  Dam,  Kansas,  by 
Robert  B.  Gumming,  Jr. 

No.  11.  The  Spain  site  (39LM301),  a  winter  village  in  Fort  Randall  Res¬ 
ervoir,  South  Dakota,  by  Carlyle  S.  Smith  and  Roger  T.  Grange,  Jr. 

No.  12.  The  Wilbanks  site  (9CK-5),  Georgia,  by  William  H.  Sears. 

No.  13.  Historic  sites  in  and  around  the  Jim  Woodruff  Reservoir  area, 
Florida-Georgia,  by  Mark  F.  Boyd. 

No.  14.  Six  sites  near  the  Chattahoochee  River  in  the  Jim  Woodruff  Res¬ 
ervoir  area,  Florida,  by  Ripley  P.  Bullen. 

Bulletin  170.  Excavations  at  La  Venta,  Tabasco,  1955,  by  Philip  Drucker,  Robert 
F.  Heizer,  and  Robert  J.  Squier.  With  appendixes  by  Jonas  E.  Gullberg, 
Garniss  H.  Curtis,  and  A.  Starker  Leopold,  viii-1-312  pp.,  63  pis.,  82  figs.  1959. 
Bulletin  171.  The  North  Alaskan  Eskimo :  A  study  in  ecology  and  society,  by 
Robert  F.  Spencer,  vi+490  pp.,  9  pis.,  2  figs.,  4  maps.  1959. 

Publications  distributed  totaled  27,721,  as  compared  with  28,131 
for  the  fiscal  year  1958. 


COLLECTIONS 


The  following  collections  were  made  by  staff  members  of  the  Bureau 
of  American  Ethnology  or  of  the  River  Basin  Surveys  and  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  permanent  collections  of  the  Department  of  Anthro¬ 
pology,  U.S.  National  Museum : 

FROM  BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  ETHNOLOGY 

Aoc.  No. 

224347.  Archeological  materials  collected  by  Ralph  S.  Solecki,  from  Marshall 
County,  W.  Va.,  during  December  1948  and  January  1949. 


FROM  RIVER  BASIN  SURVEYS 

222362.  Indian  skeletal  material  from  the  Lake  Spring  site,  Columbia  County, 
Ga.,  collected  by  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Caldwell. 

224546.  Archeological  material  collected  by  "Waldo  R.  Wedel,  for  the  R.B.S., 
B.A.E.,  from  Oahe  Reservoir,  Stanley  County.  S.  Dak.,  during  1951. 
224549.  Samples  of  rock,  brick,  burned-earth,  etc.,  collected  by  Ralph  S.  Solecki, 
R.B.S.,  from  Ross  County,  Ohio,  on  November  30,  1949. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Dr.  John  P.  Harrington,  Dr.  A.  J.  Waring,  and  Dr.  M.  W.  Stirling 
continued  as  research  associates  of  the  Bureau.  Dr.  Stirling  used 
the  facilities  of  the  Bureau  laboratory  in  the  preparation  of  final 
reports  on  collections  made  in  previous  years  during  field  trips  to 
Panama  and  Ecuador. 

Dr.  Wallace  L.  Chafe,  scientific  linguist,  joined  the  staff  on  April 
3,  1959.  In  addition  to  the  two  summer  interns  mentioned  in  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  archivist,  the  Bureau  was  fortunate  in  having  the  services 
of  Norma  L.  Hackelman,  another  summer  intern,  who  assisted  with 
the  preparation  and  checking  of  bibliographies  to  be  included  in 
the  Bureau’s  most  useful  bibliography  and  information  leaflet  series. 
Owing  to  the  limited  staff  and  heavy  workload,  there  were  issued  only 
two  new  bibliographies  and  one  revised  list  for  distribution  to  the 
public,  as  follows: 

SII/-50,  2d  rev.,  9/58.  Selected  list  of  portraits  of  prominent  Indians  in  the 
collections  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology.  3  pp. 

SIL-174,  12/58.  Selected  references  on  the  Indians  of  Southeastern  North 
America.  (State  index,  pp.  12-14;  musical  recordings,  p.  14;  museum  ex¬ 
hibits,  pp.  14-16.)  16  pp. 

SIL-197, 11/58.  Selected  bibliography  of  maps  relating  to  the  American  Indian. 
4  pp. 

There  were  2,759  letters  of  inquiry  about  American  Indians  and 
related  problems  received  in  the  Director’s  office  alone  during  the 
year.  Information  was  furnished  by  staff  members  in  answer  to  many 
of  the  queries,  and  to  others,  information  leaflets  or  other  printed 
items  were  supplied.  In  addition  to  the  printed  bibliographies  and 
information  leaflets  described  above  several  such  items  were  compiled 
on  topics  of  a  general  or  specific  nature  and  typescript  copies  sent  out 
in  answer  to  the  hundreds  of  requests  for  this  information.  Several 
manuscripts  were  read  and  appraised  by  staff  members  for  colleagues 
and  scientific  organizations.  Numerous  specimens  were  identified  for 
owners  and  data  supplied  on  them. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Frank  H.  II.  Roberts,  Jr.,  Director. 

Dr.  Leonard  Carmichael, 

Secretary,  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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